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that abound in our forests,

irn, would drastically change

s to provide us with basic
habitat.

~_ when the young insects emerge. Bee

‘bowls trap and preserve insects that are
attracted to colour, such as those that
pollinate flowers (most notably bees, but
also many wasps and flies).

Future plans for this site include
developing a large-scale experiment
that will enable comparing pollinators
associated with different types of plant
communities over the long term (of
rehabilitation) to determine which land-
use strategies maximize both the diver-
sity and health of the pollinators and the
ecosystem as a whole.

Bees have made headlines over the
past few of years. The mystery of the
__Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), which
" afflicts honey bees, has left many peo-
ple considering the important role these
pollinators play in our lives.

The mystery of
the Colony
Collapse
Disorder (CCD),
which afflicts
honey bees, has
left many peo-—
ple considering
the important
role these pol-
linators play
in our lives.

More than just producers of honey

and wax, bees play a tremendous role
in the plant agriculture industry, which
sustains us by fertilizing crops that pro-
duce edible fruits, nuts and seeds.
Without pollinators, many of the

countless wild plants that abound in our Co
forests, fields and cities would be anadian pollinators an
unable to reproduce, which, in turn, the roles they play is a vital e

would drastically change biological ¢om-
munities and affect the ability of €cosys-
tems to provide us with basic needs,

such as clean air, water and wildlife
habitat.
Honey bees, however, are only a

small part of the story. There are
approximately 800 species| of bees
known in Canada - not to mention the
unrecorded number species of flies,
wasps, beetles and other insects that
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fulfill the critical role of polllnatlon for
flowering plants.

Many of these pollinators are in
decline due to a number of reasons,
including habitat loss, pesticide us&pol-
lution, |nvaS|ve plants, etc. L
wide variety of

tal issue of our time.
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