


 Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 - Beef Symposium Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 Workshops/Tours 

9:00 – 
9:50 

50 Minutes with the Fertilizer 
Fanatics 
Greg Stewart, OMAFRA 
Peter Johnson, OMAFRA 
Horst Bohner, OMAFRA 
 

New fertilizer discoveries for higher 
yields in corn, soybeans and wheat. 

Making Sense of the Soybean 
Yield Puzzle 
Tim Boring, 
Michigan State University  
 

The real key to maximizing soybean 
yield is the proper combination of a 
multitude of management factors. 
Find out how to put the pieces 
together.   

Regulatory Compliance and 
Farm Employees 
Gary Mawhiney, AG HR Solutions  
Peter Sykanda, OFA 
 

This session will clearly explain 
employer responsibilities regarding 
the Employment Standards Act, the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act 
and the Workplace Safety and 
Insurance Act.   

Cutting Edge Beef Research 
Dr. Ira Mandell and 
Dr. Steve Miller, 
University of Guelph 
 

In this session you will hear practical 
information on cutting edge beef 
research ongoing at the Elora 
Research Station, how it relates to 
your own operation and how it will 
impact the beef industry. 

Minding the Farm Market 
Madness 
Ingrid Chyc, Guelph 
 

Over the past 20 years Ingrid has co-
owned and managed farm markets 
and  farmers’  markets  in  two  
provinces. She will talk about 
entrance and exit strategies and 
examine the financial and emotional 
challenges in these businesses. 

What’s  Hot,  What’s  Not  in  
Alternative Livestock 
Brian Tapscot, OMAFRA 
 

This session will look at the trends in 
the alternative livestock sector, the 
key factors that contributed to their 
success/failure and will focus on 
Brian’s  best  bet  for  success  tips. 
 

The Global Food Crisis: 
Learning from the Past to Save 
the Future 
Dr. Evan Fraser, U of Guelph 
 

The recent volatility in commodity 
prices could signal the beginning of a 
prolonged period of uncertainty in 
global food markets. What we can 
learn about the nature of the problem 
by studying history. 

Landscaping: Natural Beauty 
- Integrating a Built 
Landscape into Farm Life and 
Living 
Paul Brydges, Brydges Landscape 
Architecture, Guelph 
 

The goal of rural landscape design is 
based on several guiding principles 
that are different from urban design. 
Many of the primary goals of rural 
design are based on the practical 
requirements of screening or framing 
views, creating wind and sound 
barriers and managing buffers 
between residential living and a 
working yard. Paul will inspire you 
with his beautiful designs for rural 
properties. 
 
Special two hour presentation. Bring 
your landscapes questions. 

Farm Truck Circle Check 
Rodeo 
Kerri Wirachowsky,  
MTO Enforcement Branch 
 

A two-hour hands on workshop 
teaching you the must knows for 
having licensed farm trucks on the 
road, helping to keep you out of 
trouble. Topics include: 
 
 Circle checks 
 Documents required 
 Load securement 
 Hours of Service 
 Straight Trucks vs Semis 
 Education vs enforcement 

 
Two-hour hands -on workshop in the 
Campus Building Services Building. 
Meet at the North doors near the 
refreshments. 

10:05 – 
10:55 

Getting Your Corn off to a 
Good Start         
Ken Ferrie, 
Crop-Tech Consulting, Illinois 
 

Planting sets the scene for great corn 
yields. When the planting season gets 
tough, it is not the time to just roll on. 
Ken will take a look at seedbed 
conditions and planter setup to 
maximize your corn yields. 

2011 Year in Review 
Blair Freeman, Pioneer Hi-Bred 
Brad Garlough, Syngenta 
 

Another challenging growing season!  
Agronomists Brad and Blair will share 
their observations and experiences 
from the 2011 crop year and identify 
the management strategies to deal 
with another La Nina year  
in 2012. 

Alternative Crop Options for 
the Cash Crop Farmer - 
What's In The Pipeline? 
Jim Todd, OMAFRA 
 

Jim will explore a wide range of new 
crop options that are being tested in 
Ontario as potential field crops. 
 

When Opportunity Knocks 
John McNaughton, Tehkummah 
 

John takes a business approach to 
everything he does. He will share 
some of the opportunities in the cow-
calf sector and discuss some 
changes to make you more 
profitable. 

Ensuring Your Insuring 
Leaves you Stable, not 
Disabled 
Ingrid Chyc, Guelph 
 

Ingrid will use her personal 
experiences and some tragic events 
to highlight the value of insurance 
and the importance of reading the 
fine print in your policies. 

The 7 Deadly Sins of Sheep 
Production 
Christoph Wand, OMAFRA 
 

A look at the common mistakes made 
by new entrants and expanding 
producers in the sheep industry, such 
as seed stock choices, labour usage 
and feeding programs which make 
for uphill battles. 

Source Water Protection: 
Myths vs Facts! 
Mary Lynn MacDonald, PROjects 
Plus, Hensall 
 

The Draft Plans are out. How will this 
affect property owners near municipal 
wells and intakes? Learn about who 
will be affected and what options 
local committees have in making 
plans.  

11:10 – 
12:00 

Marketing Outlook 
Virgil Robinson, 
Pioneer Hi-Bred, Iowa 
 

There will be an intense battle for 
acres in an effort to replenish and 
grow current supplies. This will 
provide many opportunities for 
farmers to think about pricing and 
marketing opportunities in 2012 
and beyond. 

We Thought We Knew, but 
We'ed No Idea! 
Mike Cowbrough, OMAFRA      
Dr. Francois Tardif, U of Guelph 
 

Mike and Francois provide case 
studies of practical experiments 
where the results were both 
surprising and meaningful for 
improving your bottom line. 

Canadian Cuisine: 
Celebrating our Differences 
and our Roots  
Anita Stewart,  
Culinary Adventurer, Elora 
 

An award-winning culinary 
adventurer, Anita defined the term 
“Canadian  culinary  tourism”  and  she  
will share stories of her culinary 
journeys across Canada. 

How Genetics Can Help You 
Buy Your Neighbour’s  Farm 
Lee Leachman,  
Leachman Cattle of Colorado 
 

Learn effective strategies for genetic 
selection and how this valuable 
information can increase your bottom 
line. Lee will also share some 
common genetic mistakes made by 
cow-calf producers. 

The PEI Fish Kills: Lessons 
Learned 
Shawn Hill,  
PEI Watershed Alliance Inc. 
 

Shawn will discuss what the 
implications have been for Island 
farmers and how agriculture is finding 
solutions through education, buffer 
zones and programming. 

Coping with Moulds & 
Mycotoxins in Rations  
Tom Wright, OMAFRA  
Ron Lackey, OMAFRA 
 

The 2011 crop year had some mould 
challenges affecting the grain and 
forage crops.  Fill your management 
toolbox with tips on how to reduce 
the risks in your operation from 
potentially serious mycotoxins! 

Electricity Pricing Options on 
the Farm 
Steve Clarke, OMAFRA 
 

A case study of time-of-use billing 
versus long-term electricity contracts. 
Find out how to use the data from 
your farm smart meter to do a basic 
energy audit and learn about energy 
saving incentives. 

Future Farm Fuel and 
Fertilizer - NH3 
Roger Gordon, Georgetown 
Algae Opportunities on the 
Farm 
Don Hilborn, OMAFRA 
 

Roger has developed a system for 
creating fuel and fertilizer from water 
and air. Also algae production 
opportunities for feed and fuel. 

Youth Program 
 
Includes hands-on activities, tours 
and workshops. 
 
Meet in the Concourse at 8:45am 
 
Fully supervised program for youth 
ages 10 to 18 
 
For a detailed tour description and 
program updates, please check the 
FarmSmart website: 
 
 www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart 
. 
 12:15 – 

1:05 

Wheat: The Next Big Steps 
Peter Johnson, OMAFRA 
 

Peter will review recent wheat 
agronomy research and highlight the 
options that have really paid off.  

Can You Do it All with One 
Planter? 
Panel Moderator: 
Greg Stewart, OMAFRA 
 
Three farmers who have adopted the 
one planter model will share their 
experiences.  
 

How Much is Too Much to 
Pay For Land Rent?   
 
A panel discussion looking at the 
financial, practical and emotional side 
of paying higher land rent. 
To be confirmed 

Hot Lunch featuring 
Ontario  

Corn Fed Beef 

Get the Low Down on Farm 
Vehicles on the Roadway! 
Kerri Wirachowsky,  
MTO Enforcement Branch 
 

If it has a SMV sign (or should have) 
and you are on the road, what do you 
need to know? 

Pasture Plusses! 
Jack Kyle, OMAFRA 
 

Recognizing the value of your 
pastures will contribute significantly 
to your bottom line.  We will discuss 
practices that make perennial forage, 
harvested by four- legged critters, 
one of your best profit centers. 

Green Energy Update 
Don Hilborn, OMAFRA  
Jake DeBruyn, OMAFRA 
 

The status of FIT and its implications 
for farmers who want to be involved 
in green energy opportunities. They 
will explore solar, biogas, biomass 
and other potential technologies. 

The Architecture of Ontario 
Farm Houses 
Shannon Kyle, Mohawk College 
 

Architecture is the most accessible of 
all art forms, and once you start 
looking at buildings, you will never 
stop. Learn to appreciate the 
architecture of your own home and 
those across rural Ontario.  

1:20 – 
2:20 

           Room 1   Guido Hoener, Top Agrar magazine, Germany – Farming in Europe; a contrast between Germany and Russia 
Room 2    Lee Leachman,  Leachman Cattle of Colorado–The 10 Game Changers of Livestock Production in 2020 

2:35 – 
3:25 

Tillage Systems  - What Can 
We Learn from Europe 
Guido Hoener, Germany 
Top Agrar magazine 
 

The minimum till trend in Germany 
caused problems with weeds, soil 
compaction  and  water.  Guido’s  
research examined different tillage 
systems and his presentation will 
focus on the practical results of 
these experiments. 

Stop, Look and Listen to Your 
Corn  
Ken Ferrie, Crop-Tech Consulting, 
Illinois 
 

Look and listen to the corn plants, 
and you'll learn the secrets to 
growing an even better crop of corn 
next year.  “The field doesn't lie, and 
it's always ready to tell you what's 
happening--and what has gone  
on  before  you  arrived”. 

Managing the Emotional Side 
of Farming 
Richard Cressman,  
New Hamburg 
 

Richard will discuss strategies to deal 
with the stress of keeping employees, 
family members and the farm 
operators healthy, happy and sane. 
 

If  You’re  Not  Changing,  
You’re  Dying 
Chris Freiburger, Walkerton 
 

Chris, a feedlot operator in Bruce 
County, will share his expertise in 
dealing with higher input costs, feed 
costs and utilizing industry tools to 
improve the operation of his feedlot. 

A Funny Thing Happened 
Crawling Through Your Attic: 
an  Energy  Advisor’s  Tale 
Matt Vermeulen, Elora Centre for 
Environmental Excellence 
 

A building science primer on why you 
need to think about home energy 
conservation initiatives as a complete 
system. An entertaining introduction 
to how your house works. 

Hay Production in a High 
Grain Price Market 
Joel Bagg, OMAFRA 
 

Strategies to increase yield and 
forage quality by managing soil 
fertility and manure, reducing forage 
stand age, using new technologies in 
harvest and storage and adding 
value to hay marketed. 

Putting the “FarmSmarts”    in  
Your Smartphone 
Ian McDonald, OMAFRA 
Mike Cowbrough, OMAFRA 
 

Thinking of buying a Smartphone or 
want  to  learn  about  your  phone’s  
capabilities? In this session Ian and 
Mike will explore the latest tools 
available  for  today’s  Smartphones 
and tablets. 

Make a unique paper album 
for yourself or someone 
special.   
Mary Lynn MacDonald, PROjects 
Plus, Hensall 
 

Make a unique paper album for 
yourself or someone special. A great 
gift for birthdays, anniversaries, a 
new baby, weddings, graduations or 
a fun weekend getaway project. How 
about Valentine’s,  Mother’s  and  
Father’s  Day?  Choose  from  - 
Rugged, Beautiful, Bright Blooms and 
Spice of Life. An album done in two 
hours! 
 
Everything will be supplied. 
 
Please select 14 to 20 photos to 
bring with you to the workshop 

The New NMAN Workshop  
Chris Brown, OMAFRA 
 

Try the new NMAN crop production 
software. Explore nutrient 
management strategies with or 
without manure. Is crop nutrient 
removal exceeding nutrient input over 
a full crop rotation?  Learn these and 
other fertility basics using the new 
NMAN software. 

3:40 – 
4:30 

Making Sense of the Soybean 
Yield Puzzle 
Tim Boring, 
Michigan State University  
 

The real key to maximizing soybean 
yield is the proper combination of a 
multitude of management factors. 
Find out how to put the pieces 
together.   
(Repeat of morning session) 

Your Marketing Strategy 
Virgil Robinson,  
Pioneer Hi-Bred, Iowa 
 

In  the  37  years  he’s  been  doing  
market analysis, Virgil Robinson has 
never seen anything like this current 
environment. While it presents plenty 
of opportunity, it also creates risks 
and that means you need a plan. 

Attracting, Selecting and 
Retaining the Right Employees 
Dr. Sara Mann,  U of Guelph 
 

Attracting, selecting and retaining the 
right employees is not easy.  
Recruiting, interviewing and 
motivating employees through pay 
and performance feedback will be 
discussed. 

Strategies To Sustain Your 
Beef Business 
Panel moderated by  
Christoph Wand, OMAFRA 
 

OMAFRA’s  Christoph  Wand  will  
moderate a thought-provoking and 
entertaining session featuring 
perspectives from across the beef 
industry. 

Insulation and Heating System 
Options for Your Home 
Matt Vermeulen, Elora Centre for 
Environmental Excellence 
 

With so many different types of 
insulation and heating systems, how 
do you choose the right one for you? 
Whether you are building new or 
looking to renovate that old farm 
house, Matt will discuss the options. 

Organic Pork Production 
Greg Simpson, OMAFRA 
 

A detailed discussion of organic pork 
production trends, systems and 
issues from an Ontario perspective. 

Panel: Making Biomass 
Production Profitable  
Dr. Gord Surgeoner, OATI 
Real World Biomass Value Chain 
Tom Cox, IGPC 
How co-ops can add value  
James Fisher, OBPG 
Should you be involved in forming a 
biomass co-op or group now? 

Following the last 
session of the day, 

please join the 
FarmSmart Organizing 

Committee for a 
reception in the atrium 
with our speakers and 

sponsors. 
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