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October 1, 2007
Dear University Community,

Students at the University of Guelph have taken on an immense feat: to save Africa’s dying.  To date, our university community has raised over $60,000 for the Masai for Africa Campaign.

Since its opening in 2005, the Masai Centre—our regional HIV/AIDS clinic—has been fundraising to help support the Tšepong Clinic in Lesotho, Africa.  The effort is being led by Dr. Anne-Marie Zajdlik, founder of the Masai Centre.  Dr. Zajdlik was inspired by Stephen Lewis to take action against the pandemic that’s ravaging the continent of Africa.  

Did you know that . . . ?

· 30% of the population of Lesotho has HIV/AIDS,

· There are only 40 doctors for the 3 million people in Lesotho, and

· Women and children are at the greatest risk of infection.

But did you also know that . . . ?

· OHAfrica, an initiative of the Ontario Hospital Association, is currently supporting Lesotho’s national HIV/AIDS strategy, 

· Dr. Anne-Marie Zajdlik has partnered with OHAfrica to raise $1 million,

· This project—the Masai for Africa Campaign—is alive and well on this campus and is launching its COLLEGE CHALLENGE in October 2007!
Here’s the scoop on our College Challenge:

The Students for Masai have found one student within each college willing to donate $2.  
Those students have been given an e-letter that they can use in their attempt to find others willing to double their initial donation.

Those willing to double that $2 donation will be asked, in turn, to find others willing to double it yet again.

$2 will become $4; $4 will become $8; $8--$16--$32--$64--$128--$256--$512 . . .

Each donation chain will be tracked, and the college that raises the most funds will be recognized for their contribution to this incredible cause.
So, why are we circulating this particular letter?

· We live in a world of e-mail scams.  By sending this letter, we want to reassure the entire community that the College Challenge is a legitimate fundraising effort.  All monies will be properly accounted for, and tax receipts will be issued by the Masai Centre.

· We want to grow support for this initiative throughout our community.  The intent of this letter is not to ask for money, but to build excitement and foster awareness.

· We want to announce the beginning of the College Challenge!  This campaign is being launched now and will continue throughout the fall semester.  You may, at some point, receive an e-mail from a student, a friend or a colleague asking you to double their donation.  Various locations around campus will be collecting the donations or they can be sent through the intercampus mail system to the contact person noted below. 
THE COLLEGE CHALLENGE—COMING TO AN INBOX NEAR YOU!!!  Together, we can make a difference.
Sincerely, 
Deanna Chin, Katie Clow, Debi Banerje, Nicki Gallo and Elsa Dinsdale
Students for Masai Executive
The Masai Project: For Africa, For AIDS, For Hope
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College Challenge: Doubling our Efforts


Contact Person: James VanderBerg     •     519-824-4120, ext. 52392    •    � HYPERLINK "mailto:hope@uoguelph.ca" ��hope@uoguelph.ca�


McNally House 203    •     Guelph, Ontario     •     N1G 2W1


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uoguelph.ca/president/masai" ��www.uoguelph.ca/president/masai� 




















