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I’ve learned lab and project management skills that were never part of 
my formal academic training. I learned how to communicate better with 
industrial partners and to plan out larger-scale projects that I wouldn’t be 
able to accomplish alone in a purely academic setting. Thanks to these 
skills I learned in the Elevate program, I’m starting to coordinate large 
multidisciplinary projects involving clinicians, academics, and industrial 
partners – and that’s exactly where I wanted to be.” 

“

Elevate is a one-of-a-kind program. Not only does it support scientific 
research, but personal and professional development is emphasized. 
Attending business and entrepreneurship workshops and seminars 
throughout my fellowship allowed me to see beyond the technical realm 
and grow my network, tenfold.” 

“

Dr. Peter Bevan, Mitacs Elevate fellow

Dr. Aydin Nabovati, Mitacs Elevate fellow

Are you a postdoctoral fellow – or the faculty supervisor of one – seeking longer-term funding options? 

Would you like to develop your research leadership skills with exclusive professional training valued at $15,000?

Do you want the opportunity to partner with a company to address a research challenge over two years?

Are you interested in learning how to manage large-scale research projects?

Mitacs Elevate offers postdoctoral fellows a two-year professional development plan and collaborative research project, 
building capacity for the next generation of R&D management leaders. 

The program provides fellows with customized training that is only available from Elevate. Fellows explore topics such as 
project management, leadership, and presentation skills, while applying both their expertise and professional skill set to their 
partner organization. Fellows receive one to two days of training per month throughout their two-year research projects. 

This engagement with organizations also provides Elevate fellows with the opportunity to work on a collaborative research 
challenge and gain valuable research leadership experience. 

www.mitacs.ca
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HOW IT WORKS

MITACS ELEVATE BENEFITS

Mitacs Elevate provides an intensive level of support at every stage, including assistance with submissions, feedback on draft applications, 
assistance in identifying and approaching suitable potential partner organizations and ongoing skills development tailored to recent PhD 
graduates. 

Mitacs maintains frequent contact with fellows to ensure both the research projects and professional development activities are on track. 

Applications are peer-reviewed to ensure that projects are academically and industrially relevant and are evaluated in a competitive 
call for proposals. 

Opportunities for publication as well as collaboration with the partner organization beyond the two-year period.

Fellows receive a competitive stipend of at least $50,000 per year. 

The networking and training component provides postdoctoral fellows with the opportunity to connect with peers in their cohort, as 
well as industry and non-academic partner representatives, potential employers and workshop facilitators. 

Call for Proposals 
opens

Call for Proposals 
closes

Awards 
announced

Deadline 
to accept award

Deadline 
to begin project

Fellow submits 
mid-term report 

Fellow submits 
final report 

SUBMISSION ADJUDICATION AWARDS 
ACCEPTANCE

PROJECT 
LAUNCH1 2 3 4 PROJECT

MID-TERM5 PROJECT
COMPLETION 6

10 WEEKS 10 WEEKS 1–2 WEEKS 3–6 MONTHS 1 YEAR 1 YEAR

*Funding timelines are subject to the receipt of partner funds.

*All dates are estimates only and may be subject to change at the discretion of Mitacs.

Mitacs sends 
award to university 

University 
administers award

Partner sends 
funds to Mitacs

Mitacs invoices 
partner (min $30K)

Approx. 3 weeks

Mitacs invoices partner Mitacs invoices partner 

The program’s professional development component is customized for each postdoctoral fellow.

To learn more about Mitacs and the programs we offer, visit www.mitacs.ca.

For more information about Mitacs Elevate, please visit 
www.mitacs.ca/elevate or contact elevate@mitacs.ca.


