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The Profession of Landscape Architecture 
 
  Landscape architecture is a diverse and rewarding design profession. Landscape architects 
play an important role in shaping our environment, working in collaboration with other designers, 
scientists and the public.  As a landscape architect, you’ll be involved in conservation, design, and 
management of landscapes from the scale of individual sites to entire communities and regions.  The 
possibilities are endless. 
  Landscape architects are guided by the ideals of sustaining resources for future generations, 
accommodating human use and enjoyment, and enhancing aesthetic quality in the environment. As 
professionals, we serve the needs of society and individual clients through public, private and 
academic practice.  
  The profession of landscape architecture was founded in the nineteenth century, growing 
out of movements in town and regional planning, community design, and public park design. There 
is a tradition of collegiality and support within our profession, beginning with membership in 
provincial and territorial associations across Canada. The national professional body is the Canadian 
Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA), formed in 1934; the Ontario Association of Landscape 
Architects (OALA), formed in 1968, serves as the provincial body. The International Federation of 
Landscape Architects (IFLA), which represents the profession on international issues, was founded 
in 1948. 
  Academic programs in landscape architecture were first established in Canada in the 1960s, 
including the Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (BLA) and the Master of Landscape Architecture 
(MLA) programs at the University of Guelph. The BLA and MLA programs at Guelph are fully 
accredited by the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects.  CSLA accreditation is also recognized 
by the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA). Our students become licensed 
professionals when they have earned a degree, interned for two years, and completed professional 
examinations. 
 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
  Landscape architects enjoy a broad range of career opportunities. Graduates of our MLA 
program are in demand across Canada and around the world.  They become licensed professionals 
who have exciting careers in the private and public and academic sectors.  Many own or are 
employed by private-sector consulting firms, multi-disciplinary firms and design-build firms.  As 
professionals, they frequently specialize in a particular area of practice, such as landscape restoration, 
aggregate resource reclamation, golf course and resort design, community design, heritage 
conservation or computer visualization.  A growing number of landscape architects are employed by 
resource-based industries, including forestry and aggregate resource management.   
  The public sector employs landscape architects at the national, provincial, regional and 
municipal levels to provide expertise within parks and recreation, community development, 
transportation, engineering and planning departments.   
  Many of our graduates also have academic careers, including appointments in Australia, the 
United States and Canada. 
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Alumni Employment Profile 
 
  Companies and organizations who have recently employed graduates of our MLA program 
include: 
 
Private Sector: 

Atkins Group, Shanghai, P.R. China 
 HOK Canada, Toronto, Ontario 
 Aggregate Producers of Ontario, Milton, Ontario 

Belt Collins, Hong Kong 
The Planning Partnership, Toronto, Ontario 
DMG Group Landscape Architects, Vancouver, British Columbia 
Don Naylor & Associates, Brampton, Ontario 
Dufferin Aggregates, Milton, Ontario 

 Durante Kreuk Ltd., Vancouver, British Columbia 
 Ecoplans Ltd., Kitchener, Ontario 

Ekistics, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
IBI Group, Toronto, Ontario 

 Janet Rosenberg and Associates, Toronto, Ontario 
 LandPlan Collaborative, Guelph, Ontario 
 Landslag Ltd., Reykjavic, Iceland 

Marshall Macklin Monaghan, Thornhill, Ontario 
NAK Design Group, Toronto, Ontario 
Planning & Engineering Initiatives, Kitchener, Ontario 

 Schollen and Company, Toronto, Ontario  
 Steve Moorhead Associates, Toronto, Ontario 

Ted Wirth Associates, Jackson Hole, Wyoming 
The Collaborative West, San Clemente, California 
TRACT Consulting, St. John’s, Newfoundland  

 Wallace Roberts & Todd Inc., San Francisco, California 
Wraight and Associates, Wellington, New Zealand 

  
Public Sector: 

Community Services, City of Mississauga, Ontario 
Department of Planning, Town of Markham, Ontario 

 Development & Technical Services Department, City of Kitchener, Ontario 
Grand Concourse, St. John’s, Newfoundland 
Parks & Conservation Areas, Department of Sustainable Development, Iqaluit, Nunavut 
Parks & Recreation Department, City of Calgary, Alberta 
Parks Department, Regional District of Central Okanagan, British Columbia 
Urban Design Department, City of Toronto, Ontario 

 Community Services Department, City of Regina, Saskatchewan 
Urban Design & Planning, City of London, Ontario 

 
Academic/Research Sector:  

PhD Program, School of Planning, University of Waterloo, Ontario 
 Department of Architecture & Landscape Architecture, University of Vitoria, Brazil  

Rural Studies PhD Program, University of Guelph, Ontario 
 Department of Landscape Architecture, North Carolina State University 
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Landscape Architecture at Guelph 

 
 The University of Guelph is an internationally recognized centre of landscape architectural 
education.  It hosts a four year undergraduate program leading to the BLA degree and graduate level 
studies leading to MLA and PhD degrees. 
    Landscape Architecture, Rural Planning and Development, and Capacity Development and 
Extension comprise Guelph’s School of Environmental Design and Rural Development (SEDRD).  
This structure is intended to facilitate cross-disciplinary study in fields related to landscape 
architecture and expands the resources and opportunities available to students in all three areas of 
study.   
 
 
School Atmosphere 
 
  Faculty and students in Landscape Architecture are a group of creative, concerned and 
intensively involved individuals who enjoy the opportunity to work and learn together. Unique in 
our skills, life experiences and points of view, we share the goal of improving the fit between 
humans and their physical environment. Discussions and debate are common as students and faculty 
struggle with the issues raised by this goal and collaborate in evaluating potential solutions. 
  The School provides comfortable studios and classrooms as well as computing and 
computer imaging capacity. Nearby communities and rural landscapes provide the context for many 
studio projects. Toronto, a city of three million, is approximately one hour’s drive from Guelph and 
frequently serves as a setting for studying urban issues. 
  Students come from all over Canada and numerous foreign countries, bringing a broad range 
of undergraduate backgrounds to their studies in landscape architecture. The richness of this mixture 
fosters an outstanding learning experience. 
  
 
Landscape Architecture Faculty 
  
  Landscape Architecture faculty have been recognized within the University of Guelph as 
well as nationally and internationally for their expertise and strengths in teaching, practice, outreach 
and research. They bring a variety of education backgrounds and interests that span broad areas of 
the profession, adding significantly to the richness of the student learning experience at Guelph. 
  Associated professionals and faculty from other university programs contribute as well to the 
education of students in Landscape Architecture.  Please feel free to contact any of our faculty to 
discuss your interests. 
  
Research and Practice Interests 
 
Robert D. Brown, Professor.  BSc (Saskatchewan), MLA, PhD (Guelph).   

Room: JH 109, Ext.: 53619, Email: rbrown@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest: microclimatic design, 
sustainable landscape planning, landscape ecology, landscape analysis. 
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Lise Burcher, Associate Professor.  BLA (Guelph), MLA (Guelph).   
Room: LA 104, Ext. 53986, Email: lburcher@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest:  citizen engagement in 
community design, sustainable communities, gender issues in design. 

 
Robert Corry, Associate Professor.  BLA (Guelph), MLA (Minnesota), PhD (Michigan).   

Room: LA113, Ext. 58034, Email: rcorry@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest: landscape ecology, landscape 
pattern indices, design scenarios, habitat quality.  

 
John E. FitzGibbon*, Professor.  BA (McMaster), MSc (Wales), PhD (McGill). *Joint Appointment with 
Rural Planning and Development. 

Room:  JH 119, Ext. 56784, Email: jfitzgib@uoguleph.ca.   Areas of interest:  landscape planning, water 
resource planning, environmental impact assessment. 

 
Larry B. Harder, Associate Professor.  BES (Manitoba), MLA (Harvard).   

Room: LA 115, Ext. 52406, Email: lharder@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest: urban ecology, landscape 
restoration and rehabilitation, naturalization, community planning, aboriginal community development. 

 
Sean Kelly, Assistant Professor.  BLA (Guelph), MSc (Guelph).   

Room: LA 117, Ext. 56870, Email: skelly@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest: resort, destination and amenity 
landscapes, design implementation and landscape construction, rural community design. 

 
Karen Landman, Associate Professor.  BLA (Guelph), MSc (Guelph), PhD (Queen’s).    

Room LA 105, Ext. 53748, Email: klandman@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest: urban greening, rural 
landscape planning, planting design. 

 
Maurice Nelischer, Associate Professor.  BSc (Carleton), MLA (Guelph).   

Room LA 101, Ext. 52191, Email: mnelisch@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest:  land development, visual 
simulation, urban design service learning, landscape architecture design instruction, community design. 

 
Cecelia Paine, Professor.  BLA (Illinois), MLA (Michigan).    

Room LA 121, Ext. 52521, Email: cpaine@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest:  contemporary design, 
heritage and rural landscape conservation, professional practice, urban green systems and community 
design. 

 
Nathan Perkins, Associate Professor.  BLA, MLA (Illinois), PhD (Wisconsin-Madison).   

Room LA 146, Ext. 58758, Email: nperkins@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest:  landscape aesthetics, 
environmental psychology, research methods, computing technology. 

 
James R. Taylor, Professor Emeritus.  BSLA (Iowa State), MLA (California-Berkeley).   

Room JH 017A, Ext. 56783, Email: jrtaylor@uoguelph.ca.  Areas of interest:  landscape planning, 
geographic information systems, eco-tourism, professional practice, community design. 

 
 
The Master of Landscape Architecture 
 
  Students who hold an honours undergraduate degree or equivalent with high standing in 
virtually any field may be considered for admission to the Master of Landscape Architecture 
program. If your degree is not in landscape architecture, you may expect to follow a three-year (six-
semester) academic program leading to a first professional degree (MLA). Currently students with 
backgrounds in music, economics, biology, philosophy, architecture, planning, engineering and many 
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other fields are enrolled in our MLA program.  If your undergraduate degree is in a closely allied 
design or planning field, you may request that some introductory level courses be waived.  
  Recent graduates with a degree in landscape architecture will be considered for a two-year 
program of study (four-semester), and mature professionals in landscape architecture should expect 
to spend approximately one year (three-semesters) at Guelph to fulfil requirements for the MLA 
degree.  
  The faculty in Landscape Architecture also participate in an interdisciplinary PhD in Rural 
Studies. Students who want to enter the PhD program with an emphasis in landscape architecture 
will apply directly to the Coordinator of the PhD Rural Studies program. 
 
 
Programs of Study 
 
MLA First Professional Degree Program (those holding degree other than BLA) 
 
  This program is designed for individuals with an honours degree other than the Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture; the prescribed studies will consist of at least fourteen graduate courses (6.25 
credits) and a thesis, unless permission is granted to waive courses.  It requires 6 semesters of full-
time study over 3 calendar years.  Students normally register for Fall and Winter semesters each year, 
and request a 'Leave of Absence' during the Spring semester in order to gain practical experience.  
The following program of courses will be followed by most students; however, there is some 
flexibility in the program depending on each student's individual background.  (NB: The semester in 
which some courses are offered may vary from year to year.) 
 
 Typical Program of Study: MLA for those holding degree other than BLA 
    
 Fall     Winter 
 
 Semester I     Semester II 
 LARC*6010 L.A. Studio I   LARC*6030 L.A. Studio III 
 LARC*6020 L.A. Studio II   LARC*6040  L.A. Studio IV 
 LARC*6340 Landscape History Seminar  LARC*6470 Integrative Environmental Planning 
 LARC*6430 Landscape Resource Analysis   
   
 Semester III    Semester IV 
 LARC*6360 Professional Practice Seminar LARC*6120 Community Design 
 LARC*6440 Environmental Design  LARC*6600 Critical Inquiry & Research Analysis 
 LARC*6610  Research Methods (or equivalent) LARC*6380 Research Seminar (audit) 
 LARC*2240 Plants in the Landscape (audit)  

 
 Semester V     Semester VI 
 LARC*6710  Special Study   LARC*6380  Research Seminar (credit) 
 Thesis     Thesis 
 
 Internship or Exchange (may be arranged in consultation with Advisor & Graduate Coordinator.) 
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MLA Second Professional Degree (recent graduates) 
 
  Students who hold a BLA or BSLA degree will undertake a program of study that includes 
both courses and a thesis. If you are considering a second professional degree, please consult the 
Graduate Coordinator in Landscape Architecture. Those without extensive professional experience 
should expect to undertake a program of at least seven graduate courses (3.25 credits) and a thesis.  
(NB: The semester in which some courses are offered may vary from year to year).  The minimum 
core program will typically include: 
 
 Typical Program of Study: MLA for those holding BLA degree 
 
 Fall   Winter  
  
 Semester I  Semester II 
 LARC*6430 Landscape Resource Analysis LARC*6470 Integrative Environmental Planning 
 LARC*6610   Research Methods (or equivalent) LARC*6600 Critical Inquiry & Research Analysis   
 LARC*6710 Special Study or 1 Elective LARC*6710 Special Study or 1 Elective 
    
 Semester III  Semester IV 
 Thesis  LARC*6380  Research Seminar 
    Thesis 
 
    
MLA Second Professional Degree (those with substantial professional experience) 
 
  MLA applicants who have several years of substantial professional experience will be 
required to complete a program of at least five graduate courses (2.25 credits) and a thesis.  (NB: 
The semester in which some courses are offered may vary from year to year).  The program will 
typically include the following: 

Typical Program of Study: MLA for those with BLA degree and substantial professional experience 
 

Fall      Winter       Spring 
 
Semester I     Semester II       Semester III 
LARC*6610 Research Methods (or equivalent) LARC*6380 Research Seminar   Thesis 
LARC*6710 Special Study   LARC*6600  Critical Inquiry & Research Analysis  
1 Elective      (or equivalent) 
  
 
Doctor of Philosophy in Rural Studies 

  The Ph.D. in Rural Studies program within the School of Environmental Design and Rural 
Development provides opportunities for advanced studies and research on the integration of socio-
cultural and bio-physical components for capacity development, design, or planning of landscape 
systems and rural communities. Course work, examinations and research are detailed in the 
University of Guelph Graduate Calendar.  For more information please view the Web site at: 
www.uoguelph.ca/~rsphd/ 
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Overview of Program Structure and Content 
 
 Structured course work comprises Semesters 1 and 2 where design theory, knowledge and 
skills in combination with landscape analysis and planning are emphasized.  Semesters 3 and 4 
continue with professional courses emphasizing more advanced professional theory, knowledge and 
skills combined with courses that introduce research methods and analysis.  Semesters 5 and 6 
emphasize individual thesis work in consultation with the thesis advisor.   Details of each semester 
are provided below: 
 

Semester 1:  Introductory professional courses focussed on history and theory of landscape 
architectural design; design principles and philosophies, design process and site scale design 
application; field-based course in landscape analysis and introduction to AutoCAD; 
introduction to site surveying and engineering and construction materials and methods. 
 
Semester 2:  Intermediate professional courses focussed on theory and practice related to 
site planning, social/behavioural factors in design, planting design, and public involvement 
in design; introduction to Photoshop and Illustrator; applications of site engineering and 
construction methods through contract documentation and use of AutoCAD; introduction 
to environmental planning theory and practice including introduction to GIS.  
 
Semester 3:  Professional courses focussed on business, legal and ethical aspects of 
practice; woody plants; application of design skills and knowledge to more complex 
ecological planning and design issues and use of GIS in design decision-making; 
introduction of research methods relevant to Landscape Architecture and development of 
an initial thesis proposal by individual students. 
 
Semester 4:  Advanced professional design studio course investigating contemporary 
design practice, applying and integrating previous course work, and applying knowledge 
and skills to urban open space, community design and comprehensive integrative projects; 
critical inquiry and research analysis and research seminar audit provide further 
understanding of relevant methods of inquiry and their application in Landscape 
Architecture. 
 
Semester 5:  This semester is devoted primarily to thesis research.  It includes acquisition of 
knowledge and skills to prepare students for development of a practice specialization in 
Landscape Architecture. Students take an independent study course and may take elective 
courses in consultation with their Thesis Advisory Committee. 
 
Semester 6:  This semester is devoted primarily to completion of thesis research.  It 
represents a culmination of knowledge and skills through fine-tuning of research and 
writing skills and critical-thinking abilities.  Students share research results with others 
through Research Seminar and the MLA Conference.    
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Curriculum Streams 
 
  The MLA curriculum is based on three knowledge/skill course streams, plus a thesis.  These 
streams and their associated courses are presented below: 
 
  Design and Synthesis/Theory and Practice Stream  
  LARC*6010 Landscape Architecture Studio I (.5)  
  LARC*6020 Landscape Architecture Studio II (.5)   
  LARC*6030 Landscape Architecture Studio III (.5)  
  LARC*6040 Landscape Architecture Studio IV (.5) 
  LARC*6120 Community Design (.5)  
  LARC*6340 Landscape History Seminar (.25)  
  LARC*6360 Professional Practice Seminar (.25)  
 
  Landscape Analysis and Planning Stream  
  LARC*2240 Plants in the Landscape (audit)  
  LARC*6430 Landscape Resource Analysis (.5) 
  LARC*6440 Environmental Design (.5)  
  LARC*6470 Integrative Environmental Planning (.5)  
 
  Research Stream  
  LARC*6380 Research Seminar (audit)  
  LARC*6380 Research Seminar (.25)  
  LARC*6600 Critical Inquiry and Research Analysis (.5) 
  LARC*6610 Research Methods (.5)  
  LARC*6710 Special Study (.5)  
  
  Thesis  
  LARC*6710 Special Study (.5)  
  Thesis 
 
 
Course Descriptions 
 
Design Theory and Practice 
 
LARC*6010  Landscape Architecture Studio I   F [0.50] 
Studio and field instruction introduces the student to landscape architecture through acquisition of 
basic professional skills and knowledge.  Topics include design theory, landscape inventory and 
analysis, application of the design process to projects at the site scale, graphic and oral 
communication and model-building. 
       
LARC*6020  Landscape Architecture Studio II   F [0.50] 
Studio and field instruction introduces the student to basic knowledge and skills of site engineering 
as it relates to landscape architecture.  Topics include surveying, principles of site grading and 
drainage, introduction to materials and methods of construction, and graphic communication. 
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LARC*6030  Landscape Architecture Studio III   W [0.50] 
Studio and field instruction continues the student’s development of professional knowledge and 
skills at the site scale.  Topics include site planning principles, social factors in design, introduction 
of planting design and architectural structures, facilitation and computer applications in design.   
 
LARC*6040  Landscape Architecture Studio IV   W [0.50] 
Studio instruction emphasizes design implementation, materials and methods of construction, 
principles of stormwater management, construction specifications and graphic communication using 
computer applications. 
 
LARC*6120  Community Design W [0.50] 
Studio and field instruction emphasizes integration of ecological, social, cultural and historical 
factors in the comprehensive design or urban and special use landscapes at the community scale. 
 
LARC*6340  Landscape History Seminar F [0.25] 
A lecture/seminar course focussed on the history of Landscape Architecture.  Skills emphasize the 
development of oral and writing skills. 
 
LARC*6360  Professional Practice Seminar F [0.25] 
A lecture/seminar course focussed on the legal, business, ethical and professional practices of 
Landscape Architecture professionals.  Skills emphasize the development of oral and writing skills. 
 
Landscape Analysis and Planning (Interdisciplinary) 
 
LARC*2240  Plants in the Landscape  F (1-2)  [audit] 
This course explores the identification and cultural requirements of native and introduced plants in 
cultivated and naturalized landscapes from a design perspective. 
 
LARC*6430  Landscape Resource Analysis  F [0.50] 
Integrated field and classroom instruction introduces the student to inventory and analysis of 
biological, physical, social and cultural elements of the landscape.  Projects will incorporate 
principles of landscape ecology and regional landscape planning.  Interdepartmental.  
 
LARC*6440  Environmental Design F [0.50] 
This course integrates field and classroom study to apply landscape ecology to current landscape 
problems, including analysis of regional landscapes, restoration of degraded landscapes, and 
application of aesthetic and ecological principles across scales from site to regional scale.  Case 
studies component will require some travel at students' expense.  
 
LARC*6470  Integrative Environmental Planning   F  [0.50] 
Landscape planning emphasizing the integration and interrelationships between bio-physical and 
cultural resources, with application at a regional landscape planning scale.  Interdepartmental.  
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Research Techniques and Practice (Interdisciplinary) 
  
LARC*6380  Research Seminar  W [0.25] 
A seminar course focussed on the process and communication of research, influenced by the current 
research of the participants.  Participants organize a conference to present their research results. 
 
EDRD*6000  Qualitative Analysis in Rural Development U [0.50] 
Nature and use of qualitative data collection and analysis techniques by practitioners in the planning, 
implementation and evaluation of rural planning and development activities in both domestic and 
international settings 
Prerequisite(s): RPD*6170 or REXT*6260 or LARC*6610 
 
LARC*6600  Critical Inquiry and Research Analysis  W [0.50] 
Students are introduced to critical inquiry as a method of evaluating information, design, and 
planning.  The focus of the course is on the quantification and analysis of research data.  Modelling 
and simulation are introduced and discussed in the context of planning, design, and research. 
 
LARC*6610  Research Methods  W [0.50] 
An introduction to a broad array of research methods as they apply to landscape planning and 
design, with a focus on the connections between research and design.  Emphasis is on developing 
foundations for the creation of appropriate research questions. 
 
RPD*6170  Philosophy & Methods in Rural Planning & Development Research F [0.50] 
(See Rural Planning and Development listing for description). 
 
Independent Study 
 
LARC*6710  Special Study S,F,W  [0.50] 
Independent study.  A proposal for the content and product required for this course must be 
developed in conjunction with the student's Advisory Committee.  
 
 
Admission  

 
  Candidates for the MLA degree must apply directly to the Landscape Architecture program. 
Students who have a 70 per cent or better average over the final two years (20 credits) of 
undergraduate study in any honours degree (four-year) program or equivalent will be considered for 
admission.  Applicants holding a three-year degree and having a minimum of five years relevant 
work experience may also be considered for admission through alternate admissions criteria. 
  Acceptance to the MLA program is based on previous academic performance, references, 
evidence of creative work (portfolio) and background information provided through a questionnaire. 
  Foreign applicants should note that our minimum language score requirement for TOEFL  
is the Internet based TOEFL or TOEFL IBT with an overall score of 89 with no individual 
component less than 21, or alternatively a paper score of 600.  The IELTS minimum overall score 
required is 7.  
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  It is vital the applicants have sufficient funding.  It is the student’s responsibility to cover the 
entire cost of the program.  Anticipated costs of living and expenses can be found at:  
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/graduatestudies/index.cfm?future/costs.  A full schedule of fees 
applicable to both Canadian and International can be found at:  
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/studentfinance/index.cfm?fees/guelph_gr.   

 
 

Application Procedures 
 

 Applicants apply on-line through the Graduate Studies Web site at:   
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/graduatestudies/index.cfm?apply.  The on-line application offers 
you the convenience of submitting your application electronically and making the payment in one of 
three ways: Internet Banking/Telephone Banking, Credit Card or Cheque.   All documents 
pertaining to application for admission are to be sent directly to the Chair - MLA Admissions 
Committee.  After a careful review of all submitted materials, the strongest candidates are selected 
for admission from the pool of qualified applicants. 
 Completed applications are due by January 9th each year.  Except in rare circumstances, 
applicants are accepted for entry into the fall semester annually.  Course sequencing and space 
limitations make the winter semester entry point undesirable for most MLA degree students.  Late 
applications will be reviewed if any spaces are still available. 

 
English Language Programs 
  
 The University of Guelph, Office of Open Learning offers intensive English language 
certificate programs for academic studies and corporate training.  Courses are designed to improve 
the speaking and writing skills of international students.  For more information please view the 
Open Learning Web site address at:  http://www.eslguelph.ca/ 
 
Registration 
 
 Registration information is supplied to each entering and in-course student by Graduate 
Program Services and the Landscape Architecture program.  Entering students should consult with 
the Graduate Coordinator or the Graduate Secretary to establish their course program and complete 
registration forms.  In-course students should consult with their Advisor or the Graduate 
Coordinator to discuss any matters of concern regarding their program or registration. 
 Students wishing to undertake a part-time schedule should consult with the Office of 
Graduate Program Services for guidance and procedures.  The MLA Program generally is not 
amenable to part-time study, particularly in early semesters. 
 
 
Advising/Supervision 
 
 Each entering student is assigned an Academic Advisor.  As your focus within the program 
grows sharper, you are encouraged to select a Thesis Advisor, a faculty member whose interests are 
aligned with yours.  You are advised to choose your Thesis Advisor as soon as possible and, at the 
latest, prior to the beginning of your final year of study. 
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Scholarships and Financial Aid 
 
 Applicants to Landscape Architecture and in-course students are eligible to compete for a 
number of fellowships, scholarships and bursaries available to University of Guelph graduate 
students. The School does not offer separate funding. 
 A listing and description of internal and external awards is maintained in the Office of 
Graduate Program Services and is available on the University of Guelph Web site. The Ontario 
Agricultural College (OAC) section lists the internal awards available to graduate students in our 
School.  Most students are also advised to apply for external awards such as the Ontario Graduate 
Scholarship. More detailed information is available from the University of Guelph Web site, and 
from the Landscape Architecture Graduate Coordinator and Graduate Secretary.  Graduate 
Teaching Assistantships (GTA’s) are awarded each semester on the basis of the needs of instructors 
and available funds. These positions are posted in August (for Fall semester) and November (for 
Winter semester) of each year.  Some Research Assistantships (RA’s) are also available, depending 
on funding obtained by faculty. Individual faculty members should be consulted regarding these. 
 Student Financial Aid and Ontario Work Study Programs provide a way for students with 
financial need to work part time on campus.  Work study enables you to earn money and gain work 
experience. To qualify, you must be enrolled in at least three courses and have an established 
financial need. 
 Financial aid is administered through the University of Guelph - Student Financial Services 
Office and is based on a financial needs assessment which all students are encouraged to complete. 
 For more information please view the Graduate Program Services Web site at:  
http://www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies/finances.htm 
 

 
Additional Information 
 
  Additional information regarding Landscape Architecture at the University of Guelph can be 
obtained from our internet addresses:     
    

• http://www.uoguelph.ca/sedrd/LA/ 
• http://www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies/ 

 
 For information on the profession of landscape architecture, visit these Web sites:  
 

• Ontario Association of Landscape Architects (OALA) - www.oala.ca 
• Canadian Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA) - www.csla.ca 
• American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) - www.asla.org 
• Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) - www.laprofession.org 
• International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) - www.ifla.net 
• Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) - www.thecela.org 
• Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB) and  

   Landscape Architect Registration Exam (LARE) - www.clarb.org 
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Frequently Asked Questions:  MLA Program at Guelph 
 
Which semester can I start the program? 
Except in rare circumstances, applicants are accepted for entry into the fall semester annually.  
Course sequencing and space limitations make the winter semester entry point undesirable for most 
MLA degree students. 
 
What are the requirements for my letters of recommendation? 
Two letters of recommendation must be included in your application submission using the 
“Assessment of an Applicant for Graduate Studies” which you print off when completing your on-
line application.  These original assessment forms must be used.  Additional pages may be attached 
to the form (referees signature must be present on any additional pages).  Referees must sign and 
seal the envelope.  Do not open the envelope.  You should try to include at least one reference from 
one of your professors or an academic source.   
 
Where do I send my official transcripts? 
Submit one certified copy of each previous undergraduate and graduate transcript.  Transcripts in 
languages other than English must be accompanied by a certified literal translation.  Transcripts 
must be received in an envelope from each university and must be sealed and signed across the seal 
by the official issuing the transcript.  These should be submitted with the completed application 
package unopened.  If transcripts cannot be issued to the student, they may be sent directly to the 
School. 
 
I do not have a design background.  What should be included in my portfolio? 
Many applicants have not taken any courses related to design.  In these cases, submit several samples 
of writing or other work that represent your critical and/or creative thinking skills.  Examples of 
projects you have designed or constructed should also be considered for inclusion (e.g. 
woodworking, sewing, cooking).  If you have taken graphics or design classes, or if you have done 
informal design related to landscape architecture, consider submitting examples of this work.  
Applicants are encouraged to be selective in the work they submit; it is preferable to send examples 
of a range of work rather than provide a comprehensive selection of one type of activity.   
 
Are there opportunities to visit the campus or sit-in on classes? 
Please feel free to visit our School and the campus at any time.  A map of the campus is located on 
the Web site at:  www.uoguelph.ca/visitors/shtml.  The School is housed in the Landscape 
Architecture building.  The main office is room 100 and the MLA studio is located on the second 
floor.  The landscape architecture Web site will announce guest lectures and presentations.  
Mondays tend to be the best days to visit the program because many classes meet on that day.  
Please feel free to contact the graduate coordinator via email to discuss the program in more detail 
or to set up a visit to the School. 
 
Where do I find information regarding financial aid and tuition costs? 
All of our internal funding opportunities are described in the Graduate Calendar.  The link will give 
you direct access to information on employment through teaching, research, and service 
assistantships.  Please visit the Web site at:  www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies/finances.htm for 
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more information.  Graduate student tuition fees information can be found at the Web site:  
www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/studentfinance/index.cfm?index 
 
How many class hours per week are required in the MLA program? 
During the first year, students are in class approximately 28 hours per week.  In the second year, the 
class hours total approximately 12 hours per week.  The third year focuses on your thesis work with 
very few formal classes. 
 
When will I find out if I am accepted into the program? 
After the January 9th deadline for submitting your material, applications will be reviewed and 
acceptance/waiting list notices will be sent out in late February and early March.  Official offers of 
admission from Graduate Program Services require a response in two to three weeks.  Wait lists and 
late applications will be reviewed if any spaces are still available. 
 
Are there courses or readings that can prepare me for starting the MLA program? 
Students can benefit from taking visual arts, ecology, soils or botany courses prior to starting the 
program.  Other areas of activity that you may find useful to explore include freehand drawing, 
AutoCad, GIS, Photoshop and Illustrator. 
 
What kind of computer or supplies do I need? 
Computer:  We strongly recommend that you own a laptop computer with a modem and wireless 
internet capability.  The type of computer is your choice; however, we strongly recommend a 2 gig 
RAM, Windows XP capability.  Software and Supplies:  Students are encouraged to wait until they 
arrive at Guelph to purchase any software and supplies.  Students can purchase software with special 
student rates with your UofG student identification card. 
 
Are there employment opportunities while in the program? 
As we have a large undergraduate Bachelor of Landscape Architecture program (BLA) we have 
many opportunities for graduate students to be employed as a Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) 
to assist faculty in the delivery of courses.  Students may apply for GTA positions for the Fall and 
Winter semesters.  There are also opportunities for faculty to hire Graduate Research Assistantships 
(GRA) or Work Study students.  There are also landscape architecture job opportunities available.  It 
is recommended that students work no more than 10 hours per week while attending the MLA 
program.  The first four semesters of the program are quite intense and students usually reduce 
outside work loads during that time.  The program is generally concentrated during four working 
days, allowing students time to be engaged outside of class with studies and employment. 
 
What can I do to gain practical experience while in the program? 
The Landscape Architecture Community Outreach Centre offers design assistance directly to 
communities, organizations and individuals.  Students are also encouraged to use summers to gain 
professional work experience within a landscape architecture firm or a government department.  Job 
postings, internship positions and student competitions are emailed, posted and placed in our LA 
job binder for students to pursue. 
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Why Choose the MLA Program at Guelph? 
 
Guelph’s Reputation: 
The MLA program at Guelph enjoys a world-wide reputation as a premier centre for landscape 
architecture education.  The faculty bring a broad range of experiences to the learning environment.  
They hold degrees in landscape architecture and many related fields and have practiced in a variety 
of settings.  Our faculty are recognized internationally for their contributions to teaching, research, 
writing, practice and professional service.  The University of Guelph is consistently ranked as one of 
Canada’s top Comprehensive Universities by Maclean’s Magazine.   
 
Graduates are in demand by employers who value their education in both theory and practice, and 
because of the community outreach experience that the program offers. 
 
Atmosphere: 
The faculty and students in Landscape Architecture are a group of creative, concerned and intensely 
involved individuals who enjoy the opportunity to work and learn together.  Housed in our own 
building, we provide comfortable studios and classrooms, as well as computing facilities.  The 
Landscape Architecture Student Society (LASS) organizes many social and educational events 
throughout the year for all students. 
 
The goal of the School of Environmental Design and Rural Development (SEDRD) is not only to 
provide you with a top-notch education, but to provide an atmosphere where people work in 
harmony to help each other and build upon everyone’s strength.  SEDRD is a place where everyone 
will know your name.  We strive to provide you with a skill set that is valuable in the work place.  
This is done through interaction between you and the professors and engagement with fellow 
students and our amazing staff.   
 
Location: 
The City of Guelph has big city appeal with a small town feel.  It is a vibrant community of over 
113,000 with a lively downtown, abundant shopping opportunities and dynamic cultural activities.   
Surrounded by the rolling hills of southwestern Ontario, Guelph is an hour's drive from Toronto 
and even closer to Hamilton and Kitchener-Waterloo.  The City of Guelph ranked as one of the top 
five places to live in Canada by 2007 Money Sense Magazine.  The University of Guelph offers a 408-
acre arboretum, including walking/running-trails, just steps away from the campus.  Students have a 
variety of affordable on-campus and off-campus housing opportunities. 
 
Getting Around: 
Our safe, friendly, walkable and fully-accessible campus is an eclectic mix of architecture and the 
grounds hold an interesting collection of trees and shrubs.  Guelph students have unlimited access 
to Guelph transit for travel throughout the city.  Greyhound and GO Transit bus service is available 
to the greater Toronto area.    
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