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I have worked in the mineral business for 30 years.  For the last 16 years, I have been an officer or director of several small public mineral exploration companies. This has required at various times: the acquisition of exploration properties in Chile, Guyana, Venezuela and Canada; the financing of exploration and development projects, including specific responsibilities (on the company side) for the preparation of several prospectuses, qualifying reports and feasibility studies and numerous offering memoranda; general corporate management, including specific oversight of company audited financial statements, annual reports, numerous corporate disclosure documents; oversight of exploration programs; direction of several corporate re-organizations. Previous to that, I primarily worked for a large international mining company, but also worked for several years as a policy analyst at both the governments of Ontario and the government of Canada. 

I graduated from U.T.S. in 1965. I stood 2nd in Ontario in the then province-wide Grade 13 examinations and was 1st in Ontario (and in Canada) in the high school math contest in 1965. I studied mathematics at University of Toronto, graduating in 1969 with a B.Sc. My focus was on pure mathematics – courses like algebraic topology, group theory and differentiable manifolds. I stood 2nd in my class in 3 of 4 years. As an option, I took several economics courses, including econometrics. I was offered a graduate scholarship to study mathematical economics at MIT, but before doing so, felt that I should have broader social science background and studied PPE (Philosophy, Politics and Economics) at Oxford University on a Commonwealth Scholarship, graduating in 1971. For family reasons, I decided that I should stay in Toronto in 1971 rather than going to MIT and began work.

I am married with 3 children and 2 grandchildren. I am an active squash player and once won a Gold Medal in the World Masters Games in squash doubles.

The above combination of skills is relevant to the study at hand. Experience in the mineral exploration industry quickly teaches the importance of raw data, the need for careful verification of data, the need for patient examination of raw data for anomalies as well as the importance and power of well-presented graphics. It was immediately evident to me that the Mann proxy data needed to be looked at like drill core. For someone with this perspective, I also had an obviously unusual mathematical background and aptitude and was not deterred by the MBH linear algebra, which is actually rather trivial once the opaque and uninformative MBH verbiage is decoded.

I am not currently an officer, director or employee of any listed public company, although I have some private business interests. My research on climate topics has not been supported by any company, but has been carried out entirely for personal interest and actually at the expense of business opportunities.

