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Rural 
Response to 
COVID-19:
Project 
overview

Research question: What are the experiences of 
residents from rural and small communities 
related to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic?

Pilot study of Perth & Huron Counties

Survey (mail in St. Marys & Huron County plus 
digital)

~3,500 completed surveys



Target audiences

• OMAFRA

• County-level government
• Lower-tier municipalities

• Individual residents

What’s appropriate & 
effective?



Reports



Infographics



Presentations/Interviews
Over 35 given

• Rural Ontario Institute
• County of Huron
• Town of St. Marys
• UN-Habitat
• OPPI
• SPPI
• APPI
• UWPH

• CBC KW/London
• CTV KW/Windsor/London
• CKXM-FM Exeter
• Perth County Podcast
• UNIV 2020
• Gateway Centre of 

Excellence
• Ontario Health Team
• The Staysh



Expanded 
Project

• Over 23,000 completed surveys 
so far

• Seven additional counties 
participating

• Funding provided by OMAFRA



DIGITAL
(e.g., social 

media)

PAPER
(e.g., poster 

boards)

K TT:
COVID 19

PERSON
(e.g., 

conferences)

The crucial 
question is what 
is the best way to 
get information 
back to the 
target audience. 
It’s not a one-
size-fits-all.
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