UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH
Department of History

Fall 2016
HIST 2040 War and Society

This course explores war and society in the modern era. We open with an examination of behaviour on the battlefield and then move on to look at the early modern military revolution and revolutionary warfare and nation-building. We then address the topics of imperial war and the total wars - World War I and II as well as the threat posed by nuclear weapons. Thematic lectures will also examine air war, pacifism, the impact of war on non-combatants (women and children) before concluding with an assessment of asymmetric war. 

Course Instructor

Dr. David Lawrence
Teaching Assistants: Daniel Holman and Jianda Yuan
E-mail: dlawre02@uoguelph.ca 
Office Hours: 2:30PM – 3:30PM Tuesday and Thursday or by appointment
Office: RM 1018 MacKinnon Building
Phone: 519-824-4120 ext. 58064 (only during office hours – best to use email)
Course Times and Location
Lecture: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00 – 5:20 PM
Lecture Hall: MacKinnon 120

Required Textbooks

Charles Townshend, The Oxford History of Modern War, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Lawrence Freedman, War, Oxford University Press, 1994. 
Important: Choose only ONE of the following books on Behaviour in Battle

Richard Holmes, Acts of War, Free Press, 1985

OR
Lt. Col. Dave Grossman, On Killing, Little, Brown and Co. 2009

Important: Choose only ONE of the following books on child soldiers

Emmanuel Jal, War Child: A Child Soldier’s Story, New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 2009.
OR
Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Toronto: Penguin Canada, 2013.
CourseLink Website

The course syllabus, journal articles, videos, assignment instructions, lecture outlines and lecture slides will be posted on CourseLink. NB: Please download the outlines and slides before attending lectures. 
Evaluation criteria
Behaviour in Battle
  

20% (Due October 4)

Child Soldier Essay    


20% (Due October 27)  
Research Essay Bibliography  
  5% (Due November 8)

Research Essay  


25% (Due November 29)

Final Exam   



30% (December 8)     
Total 



            100%

Course Goals

This second year course offers students an introduction to the topic of war and society in the modern era through an analysis of primary sources and key historiographical debates in the field. Students will be expected to read and critically assess a scholarly monograph dedicated to the topic of war and society; to examine a memoir of a child soldier; to undertake independent research using primary and secondary sources; and, to evaluate, develop and formulate their critical thinking via papers and discussions in lectures. On completing the course, students should have improved written and oral communication skills and a better understanding of the methods of historical writing and the variety of ways that historians and political and social scientists approach the subject of modern war. 
Assignments

Behaviour in Battle (20%): Due Tuesday, October 4
This assignment requires you to review and evaluate EITHER Richard Holmes’s Acts of War OR Dave Grossman’s On Killing. Your review essay should be around 1200 words (approx. 5 double-spaced pages). NB: Please check CourseLink for a full set of assignment instructions.
Child Soldier Essay: (20%) Due Thursday, October 27
The second assignment is a 1000-word essay (4-page, doubled spaced) that assesses either Emmanuel Jal’s War Child: A Child Soldier's Story or Ishmael Beah’s Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. The paper should include an introduction, a summary of the book, an analysis and a conclusion. The topics for the assignment and instructions for the paper can be found on the CourseLink webpage. 
Research Essay Bibliography (5%) Due: Tuesday, November 8
In preparation for the final research essay due on you will need to choose a topic and find 5 monographs/biographies/survey texts and 2 journal articles on your topic which will be listed on the topics list provided on CourseLink. The expectation is that the books and articles will be used for the paper but obviously this can change as your research develops.  This short assignment allows the professor to review the sources you are selecting, determine whether they are sufficient to address the research question and direct you to other sources that may help with your research. I also want you to provide me with a general research question so I can see where you plan to focus your research.
Research Essay (25%): Due Tuesday, November 29
The research essay will be 2000-words in length (approx. 8 double-spaced pages) and chosen by the student from a list provided by the instructor or a topic of student’s choosing (in consultation with the instructor). The essay should include footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography according to proper scholarly style (Chicago, MLA). The final mark will be based on the quality of research, organization, writing style, and cogency of argument. The Research Essay topics and the assignment instructions can be found on the CourseLink website.
Students will be required to use at least 8 sources in total; this includes 5 monographs/biographies/survey texts, 1 primary source and 2 journal article. The paper should have a cover page, with a title, and your name, student # and the date of the assignment in the bottom right hand corner. You will also need to include a bibliography (in correct form) as well as footnotes or endnotes in your paper.

_______________________________________________________________________
Final Examination (30%) December 8
Students will take a 2-hour final examination during the university’s examination period. The exam will cover work from the entire term and will include identifications from the bold terms on the lecture outlines and one essay. The essay questions for the exam will be taken from the questions that accompany each of the lecture outlines. Students will be expected to reference two (2) readings from the Freedman War text or a journal article in their essay answers.

Course Policies 
DEADLINES POLICY
All written assignments are due by 11:55 pm on the due date. Late papers are penalized 1% per day (including weekends).

EMAIL COMMUNICATION 

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their uoguelph.ca email account regularly: email is the official route of communication between the University and its students. 

WHEN YOU CANNOT MEET A COURSE REQUIREMENT 

When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or compassionate reasons, please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and email contact. See the Undergraduate Calendar's information on regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration. 

DROP DATE 

The last date to drop one-semester courses, without academic penalty, is November 4, 2016. See the Undergraduate Calendar's regulations and procedures for Dropping Courses. 

COPIES OF OUT-OF-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 
Keep paper and/or other reliable backup copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be asked to resubmit work at any time. 

ACCESSIBILITY 
The University of Guelph is committed to creating a barrier-free environment. Providing services for students is a shared responsibility among students, faculty and administrators. This relationship is based on respect of individual rights, the dignity of the individual and the University community's shared commitment to an open and supportive learning environment. Students requiring service or accommodation, whether due to an identified, ongoing disability or a short-term disability should contact Student Accessibility Services as soon as possible. For more information, contact SAS at 519-824-4120 ext. 56208 or email sas@uoguelph.ca  or refer to the SAS website. 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community—faculty, staff, and students—to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students need to remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 

Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Undergraduate Calendar. 

RECORDING OF MATERIALS 

Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that course unless further permission is granted.

RESOURCES 
The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s procedures, policies and regulations which apply to undergraduate, graduate and diploma programs: http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars 

Lectures and Course Readings

	Date 
	Lecture 
	Readings 

	September 8 
	Introduction
	

	September 13
	On Killing
	From Freedman, War 

- Efraim Karsh, Causes of War, pp. 65-68 

- Quincy Wright, Definitions of War, pp. 69-70

- Raymond Aron, Biological and Psychological Roots, pp. 77-81

- Martin Van Creveld, Why Men Fight, pp. 85-89



	September 15
	On Killing: Gwynne Dyer’s War – Any Mother’s Son (1983) 
	Begin reading Holmes or Grossman

From Freedman, War 

Kenneth Waltz, Man, State and War pp. 71-76

Martin Wright, Wars of Gain, Fear and Doctrine pp. 90-94


	September 20
	Early Modern Warfare – The Military Revolution 

	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp. 3-39
On CourseLink

Otto von Guericke, The Destruction of Magdeburg, 1631

Journal Article on CourseLink

M.D. Feld, “Middle-Class Society and the Rise of Military Professionalism,” Armed Forces and Society, Vol. 1, No. 4, August 1975, pp. 419-442.

	September 22
	Wars of Louis XIV
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp. 40-54
Journal Article on CourseLink
John Lynn, “How War Fed War: the Tax of Violence and Contributions during the Grand Siècle," Journal of Modern History, Vol. 65, No. 2 (Jun. 1993), pp. 286-310


	September 27
	War in the Age of Reason
	From Freedman, War
- Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution, pp. 248-254

Journal Article on CourseLink

Jeremy Black, “Military Organisations and Military Change in Historical Perspective,” The Journal of Military History, Vol. 62, No. 4 (Oct., 1998), pp. 871-892



	September 29
	Revolutionary Warfare I
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp. 55 – 73
CourseLink

Levée en Masse and the 'La Marseillaise'
Journal Article on CourseLink

John A. Lynn, “Evolution of Army Style in the Modern West, 800-2000,” International History Review, Vol. 18. No 3. (Aug. 1996), pp. 505-543. 



	October 4

	Revolutionary Warfare II
Behaviour in Battle Essay Due
	From Freedman, War
- Napoleon, Maximes, pp. 214-217

- A French Infantryman at Waterloo, 18 June 1815, pp. 15-16

	October 6
	National Wars

	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp. 74-93
From Freedman, War
- Carl von Clausewitz, Key Concepts, pp. 206-212

- Baron De Jomini, Strategy and Grand Tactics, 212-214 

- A Union-Confederate Infantry Skirmish at Gettysburg, pp. 16-17

- Brian Holden Reid and John White, Desertion in the American Civil War, pp. 139-142

- Saul B. Cohen, Geopolitics, pp. 81-85

- Geoffrey Best, Restraints on Land, pp. 266- 270

- Christopher Dandeker, The Bureaucratization of Force, pp. 118-123



	October 11
	No Class – Fall Study Break
	Class to be made up on December 1

	October 13

	Imperial Wars
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.94-116
From Freedman, War 
- Martin Navias and Timothy Moreman, Limited War and Developing Countries, pp. 309-314

- C. E. Callwell, Small Wars, pp. 315-316

- Charles W. Gwynn, Imperial Policing, pp. 316-317

- L.J. Shadwell, Savage Warfare, pp. 318-319

- A British Soldier Fighting the Mahdists in the Sudan, pp. 17-19



	October 18
	World War I (I)
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.117-137
From Freedman, War
- Seyom Brown, Structural Factors, pp. 99-105

- Charles Ardant Du Picq, Moral Elements in War, pp. 222-225

- Helmut von Moltke, Doctrines of War, pp. 217-221



	October 20
	World War I (II)
	From Freedman, War
- Ian Beckett, Emergence of Total War, pp. 254-259

- B.H. Liddell Hart, An Infantry Officer at the Battle of the Somme, pp. 22-24


	October 25

	World War II (1)
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.138-157

From Freedman, War 

- Arturo Barea, A Spanish Republican Official at the Siege of Madrid, November 1936, pp. 24-26

- Blitzkrieg, pp. 232-234

- Sir Henry Pownall, Collapse of the Franco-British-Belgian Armies in Belgium, May 1940, pp. 26-28

- The End of the Warsaw Ghetto, January 1943, pp. 37-39



	October 27


	World War II (2)

Child Soldier Essay Due
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.280-302

From Freedman, War
- Edward Shils and Morris Janowitz, Undermining German Morale, pp. 143-144

- B.H. Liddell Hart, The Indirect Approach, pp. 231-232

- Stephen Ambrose, The Secrets of Overlord, pp. 272-280

- Christopher Thorne, The Image of the Japanese, pp. 280-285

- Hannah Arendt, The Trial of Adolf Eichmann, pp. 174-177

	November 1

	Air War

	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.262-279

From Freedman, War 

- Giulio Douhet, Command of the Air, pp. 228-231

- Tom Harrison, Living Through the Blitz, 1940, pp. 28-31

- Miles Tripp, Bombing Duisburg, October 1944, pp. 39-40

- David MacIssac, Evolution of Airpower, pp. 288-291

CourseLink

Watch  - Operation Gomorrah – The Bombing of Hamburg https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kCYPrur6ssU

	November 3
	Cold War - Nuclear War
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.158-176

From Freedman, War
- A Doctor at Nagasaki, August 1945, pp. 41- 43

- The Strategy of Conflict, pp. 203-206

- Soviet Strategy, pp. 235-238

- Morris Janowitz, The Military Professional, pp. 123-127

- US Objectives with Respect to Russia, pp. 291-297

- President Kennedy and the Cuban Crisis, October 1962, pp. 45-51

- A Strategy of Deterrence, pp. 238-240

- The Threat that Leaves Something to Chance, pp. 241-244

- Nuclear Weapons: More May Be Better, pp. 354-355

CourseLink

Watch - Atomic Cafe  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hm1nRF4Pqc



	November 8
	People’s Wars I


	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.175-197

From Freedman, War 
- V. I. Lenin, Socialism and War, pp. 95-99

- W. V. O’Brien, Just-War Doctrine and Revolutionary War, pp. 180-181

- Mao ZeDong, Mao’s Military Principles, pp. 320-323

- Walter Laqueur, The Character of Guerilla Warfare, pp. 323-330



	November 10
	People’s Wars II 

Research Bibliography Due
	From Freedman, War 

- Robert Osgood, Limited War and Korea, pp. 336-341

- Pacification and Attrition in Vietnam, pp. 341-343

- Davidson Loehr, The Fresh Kill, Vietnam 1967, pp. 51-55

- Stanley Karnow, General Giap on Dien Bien Phu and Tet, 330-333

- Paul Warnke, Vietnam and Nuremberg, 184-190

- N. Kinzer Stewart, Military Cohesion, pp. 144-149

CourseLink

Watch Hearts and Minds – Documentary on Vietnam https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d2ml82lc7s

	November 15
	Noncombatants I? Women and War

	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.303-316

From Freedman, War 

- Jean Elshtain, Feminism’s War with War, pp 132-134

- Vanessa Vasic Janekovic, Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia, June 1992, pp. 62-64

Journal Article on CourseLink

Barton C. Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions in Early Modern Europe: A Reconnaissance,” Signs, Vol. 6, No. 4 Summer, 1981, pp. 643-671 



	November 17
	Noncombatants II? Children and War
	From Freedman, War

- Anthony Giddens, States and Military Power in Social Theory, pp. 112 - 118

-Andrew Pierre, The Impact of Arms Sales, pp. 351-354 

Journal Article on CourseLink

A. B. Zack‐Williams, Child soldiers in the civil war in Sierra Leone, Review of African Political Economy, 2001, Vol.28 (87), p.73-82 



	November 22
	Saying No to War - Pacifism
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.317-340

From Freedman, War 

- Barrie Paskins, Ethics of War, pp. 152-154 

- Wilfred Owen, Herbert Read, Two Poems, pp. 154-156

- John Yoder, The Pacifism of Absolute Principles, pp. 156-158

- Martin Ceadal, Pacific-ism, pp. 158-159

- Hans Morgenthau, Six Principles of Political Realism, pp. 159-167

- Hedley Bull, Disarmament and the Balance of Power, pp. 297-303

CourseLink - Watch 

- Christmas 1982 Greenham Common Women

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RrobS7cbEc

- Greenham blockading the base

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMdrXW72jaw


	November 24
	Asymmetric Warfare
	Townshend, Modern Warfare, pp.340-359

From Freedman, War 

- Lawrence Freedmen, Weak States and the West, pp. 357-363

- Micheal Doyle, Liberal States and War, pp. 105-107

- Charles C. Moskos, Armed Forces in a Warless Society, pp. 134-139

- John Mearsheimer, Instability in Europe after the Cold War, pp. 303-307

- Lawrence Freedman and Efraim Karsh, Why Bush Went To War, pp. 167-172

- The Start of Desert Storm, January 1991, pp. 60-62



	November 29
	New Wars – Old Wars
Research Essay Due
	Journal Article on CourseLink

N. Kalyvas Stathis, "New" and "Old" Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction? World Politics, Vol. 54, No. 1 (Oct., 2001), pp. 99-118

From Freedman, War

- John Mackinlay, The Failure of the Multi-National Force, 1983-4, pp. 333-336

- Philippe Manigart, Massed Armed Force in Decline, pp. 130-132

- Artyom Borovik, A Soviet Soldier Defects, Afghanistan, 1983, pp. 59-60

	December 1 
	Conclusions and Exam Review


	

	December 5
	Exam 
	Time: 11:30-1:30 Room: TBA


1

