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Department of History
HIST 4160: Seminar in Canadian Political History: 
“Social Movements, Interest Groups and the State in Canadian Political History”
Fall 2016

Professor Matthew Hayday			Email: mhayday@uoguelph.ca
Course Format: 2 x 1.5 hour seminars per week

DESCRIPTION:

	Throughout Canada’s history, a wide array of social movements, interest groups and civil society actors have sought to implement social and political change.  Some have worked directly through conventional political channels, others have formed new political parties, and others have engaged in lobbying, petitioning and a host of different direct action strategies in their efforts to transform Canada’s political system, public policies and social values.  Many of these movements operated in multiple national contexts, and Canadian social movements were frequently either directly connected to international movements, or were drawing on lessons learned in other national contexts.  This course will examine a variety of social movements and interest groups that attempted to transform Canada, paying attention to their strategies for accomplishing political change, their internal dynamics, and their impacts on Canadian society.  While primarily being focused on social movements in Canadian history, it will also examine the growing interdisciplinary literature on social movements (particularly from political science and sociology), and critically analyze the efforts of scholars to explain these movements. 
	The course will begin with an introduction to some of the theoretical literature on social movements and a broad overview of Canadian social movement history.  We will then focus on a series of major social movements in Canadian political history.  The final three weeks will be devoted to student presentations of the social movements and interest groups that they have chosen to study for their major research papers.  These papers may overlap with the movements studied in the first part of the course, or might address a different topic of interest to the student.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Research Proposal = 10% 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Book Review = 10% 
3. Presentation of Research Paper Topic = 10%
4. Research Paper = 40% 
5. Seminar discussions = 30% 

TEXTS AND/OR RESOURCES REQUIRED:
Smith, Miriam. Group Politics and Social Movements in Canada. Toronto: Broadview, 2014.

Staggenborg, Suzanne & Howard Ramos.  Social Movements, 3rd ed.  Toronto: Oxford, 2016.
*Please note: This is a preliminary web course description only. The department reserves the right to change without notice any information in this description. The final, binding course outline will be distributed in the first class of the semester.
