PHIL*2180-01

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE [0.50]

Instructor: K. Freedman

Brief Course Synopsis:

In this course we will survey a number of the central issues that arise from a
philosophical study of the natural sciences. In the first part of the course we will
look at the logical positivist model of science and of scientific theories and at some
associated concerns, e.g. the observational/theoretical distinction and the problem
of underdetermination. After that we will read Thomas Kuhn's landmark work The
Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962). The last third of the course will be
devoted to some of the issues that have preoccupied philosophy of science since
the initial publication of Kuhn's book, including social constructivist accounts of
science and, more generally, questions on the objectivity of science. Throughout
the course we will look for answers to the following questions: what is the nature
of science? Is there a scientific method? Are the sciences rational? Do the
entities contained in scientific theories, such as genes and electrons, really exist?
And what role does gender play in science?

TEXTBOOK(S): TBA

EVALUATION: TBA

PREREQUISITE(S): 2.00 credits or one of: PHIL*1000, PHIL*1010 or PHIL*1050



