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DIGITAL HISTORY: A 

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 



 Pioneering Four Year Doctoral programme:  

 Multidisciplinary -c.60 Ph.D students from across the 

Humanities and Arts spectrum e.g. history, l iterature, 

linguistics languages, psychology, photography, film, theatre.  

 Intervarsity: NUI Galway, NUI Maynooth, University College 

Cork, Trinity College Dublin.  

  Institutional collaborators inc. Royal Irish Academy, Digital 

Humanities Observatory, Google, University of Ulster.  

 Multimillion Government Funded venture.  

DAH DOCTORAL PROGRAMME 





 DAH is a four-year structured doctoral research -training programme 
designed to enable students to carry out research in the arts and 
humanit ies at the highest level using new media and computer 
technologies. The ever-evolving developments in computing and their 
performative and analyt ical impl ications have brought about a quantum 
leap in arts and humanit ies research and practice.  Digital  Arts and 
Humanit ies is a f ield of study, research, teaching, and invention at the 
intersection of computing and information management with the arts and 
humanit ies. The DAH Structured PhD programme wil l  create the research 
platform, the structures, partnerships and innovation models by which 
fourth-level researchers can engage with a wide range of stakeholders in 
order to contribute to the developing digi tal  arts and humanit ies 
community world-wide, as part ic ipants and as leaders. The programme 
wil l  promote advanced practical and academic research in applying 
innovative models of arts practice and theory, humanit ies research, 
archiving, and pedagogy.  DAH wil l  provide coherent exposure to 
transferable ski l ls in digi tal  content creation that wi l l  be enabl ing, 
academical ly r igorous and commercial ly viable. DAH wil l  do so by 
promoting advanced practical and academic research in the appl ication 
of new media and computer technologies, and wil l  work with industry 
partners and cultural inst i tut ions to ensure knowledge exchange and 
career development.  

THE DAH PROGRAMME 
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 http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml  

 http://ff-srv -live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf  

ALCALÁ ACCOUNT BOOK 

http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/index.shtml
http://ff-srv-live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf
http://ff-srv-live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf
http://ff-srv-live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf
http://ff-srv-live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf
http://ff-srv-live.nuim.ie/alcala/alcala_presentation_jkat.pdf


 The Down Survey of Ireland Project was funded by the Irish 
Research Council under its Research Fellowship Scheme. The 
project began on 1 October 2011 and was completed on 31 
March 2013. The original phase of the project involved 
identifying and digitising surviving copies of county, barony 
and parish maps. We are very grateful to the numerous 
archival and technical staff in the institutions listed under 
‘Project Partners’ who assisted us in this process. The second 
phase involved building the database from the Books of Survey 
and Distribution and these were incorporated into 
Geographical Information System written by the project team. 
As part of the GIS, the set of county maps were overlaid onto a 
Google Earth layer, along with the late nineteenth -century 
Ordnance Survey map. The project added a complete set of 
townland polygons to these images and then connected the 
modern and seventeenth-century data together. 

 

TCD’S THE DOWN SURVEY OF IRELAND 



 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcQCEG81hFY 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcQCEG81hFY


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/  

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY WITNESS 

STATEMENTS 1913-1921 
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 http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/index.html  

MAPPING THE REPUBLIC OF LETTERS 
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 http://www.stanford.edu/group/spatialhistory/cgi -

bin/site/index.php 

UNIVERSITY OF STANFORD 
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  Spa t ia l  His tory Lab  Pro ject  a t  S tanford  Univers i ty,  th is  major  co l laborat ive d igi ta l  

his tory hub  seeks  to  app ly c rea t ive  v i sual  ana lys is  in  o rder  to  p rovide  new ins ights  in to  

h i s tor ical  research;  the  un i t  adopt ing a  p ioneer ing modus operandi  which o rganises :  

 “data  in  geospat ia l  da tabases  to  be t te r  fac i l i ta te  the  in tegra t ion of  spa t ia l  and  

nonspat ia l  da ta ,  and  then use  v i sual  ana lys is  to  he lp  identi fy pa t terns  and  

anomal ies…We embrace  v i sua l izat ion  as  a  way no t  s imply to  i l lus t ra te  conc lus ions ,  bu t  

a  means  of  do ing research.” .  

 The ven ture’s  emphas is  upon the  in t r ins ic  va lue  o f  v i sual iza t ion ,  no t  mere ly as  an  
i l lus t ra t ive  o r  p resenta t ional  tool  ,  bu t  ra ther  as  an  in tegral  methodologica l  component  
o f   the  research   

 http ://www.stanford.edu/group/spat ia lh istory/cg i -b in/s i te/ index.php  
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 Prosopography: ‘the inquiry into the common characteris t ics of  a group of 

historical actors by means of  a collect ive study of  their l ives ’ Source: 

http://prosopography.modhist .ox.ac.uk/images/01%20Verboven%20pdf.pdf   

 In October 1999 the project team began work on the design of a 

relat ional database covering al l  c lerical careers in the Church of England 

between 1540 and 1835, to be made avai lable in electronic form for 

publ ic access over the internet. In December 2008 i t  contained the key 

career events for over 105,000 individual clerics or schoolteachers (the 

number swel ls almost dai ly) between 1540 and 1835, derived from nearly 

1.5 mil l ion evidence records. As the Database wi l l  be a major research 

tool for scholars in many discipl ines with a historical dimension, i t  is 

designed in such a way as to enable a wide variety of data retr ieval and 

analyses. Historians and others can establ ish the succession of clergy in 

part icular local i t ies, trace individual career paths as they cross diocesan 

boundaries, and investigate such issues as patterns of clerical migration 

and patronage across geographical and chronological blocs of their 

choice. Thus, rather than containing a series of prose biographies, the 

database records information about clerical careers in interl inked tables, 

and consequently is wel l -suited to faci l i tate not only biographical 

research, but also more structural investigations of the Church, i ts 

clergy, i ts l iv ings and patrons .  

 

COUNTING THE CLERGY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND (CCE) :  

PROSOPOGRAPHICAL  DATABASE 

http://prosopography.modhist.ox.ac.uk/images/01 Verboven pdf.pdf
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 http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk/publications/events.ht

ml 

CCED 
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 The Digital Repository of Ireland  is bui lding an interactive national 
trusted digi tal repository for contemporary and historical, social and 
cultural data held by Ir ish insti tut ions. The Digital Repository of 
Ireland wi l l  l ink together and preserve the r ich data held by Ir ish 
insti tut ions, providing a central  internet access point and interactive 
mult imedia tools, for use by the publ ic, students and scholars. DRI is 
a national e-infrastructure for the future of education and research in 
the humanit ies and social sciences.  

 The Digital Repository of Ireland is bui l t  by a col laborative research 
consort ium, that sees six academic partners working in col laboration 
and funded in pursuit of the shared goal of establ ishing the 
repository. These research consortium partners are:  Royal Ir ish 
Academy (RIA, lead insti tute),  National University of Ireland, 
Maynooth (NUIM), (TCD), Dubl in Insti tute of 
Technology (DIT), National University of Ireland, Galway (NUIG), 
and National Col lege of Art and Design (NCAD). We are also 
supported by a network of academic, cultural, social, and industry 
partners, including the National Library of Ireland (NLI), the National 
Archives of Ireland (NAI) and RTÉ.   

 http://dri. ie/  
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 http://dahvisualize.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/chart -irish-
nationality.png 

 http://books.google.com/ngrams 

GOOGLE NGRAM VIEWER 
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 Google’s  Ngram Viewer,  a gargantuan digit izat ion project  undertaken by the 
Internet giant  in order to provide users with a searchable database of  over 5 
mil l ion digit ized books spanning the course of  the last  f ive centuries,  an 
outstanding contribution to our col lect ive world culture!  

 Such a resource enables one to search for a term/phrase frequency within the 
col lect ion, enabl ing one to gauge the usage and consequential ly the 
contemporary impact of  certain ideas at  a part icular point  in history for 
example.   

 In my own area of  historical  research, which spans the rise of  cultural  and 
advanced Ir ish pol it ical  nat ional ism in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries,  the textual  frequency of  the term “Ir ish national ity ” shows a 
dramatic r ise in the 1880s and 1890s,  petering out again in the aftermath of  
Parnel l ’s  death, not recovering again to a comparable peak unti l  the late 
1910s and 1920s,  coinciding with the 1916 Rising and subsequent Ir ish 
Revolut ionary period.  Such a visual  representation proves a striking explosion 
in national ist  l i terary discourse during this  seminal  period.  

 Such a versat i le tool  is  appl icable to a wide variety of  research in the 
humanit ies,  and part icularly  in l i terary,  l inguist ic and historical  studies where 
del ineating patterns of  vocabulary,  etymology, grammar and semantics is  of  
part icular pert inence  

GOOGLE NGRAM VIEWER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.gapminder.org/ 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo#t=11 

GAPMINDER 

http://www.gapminder.org/
http://www.gapminder.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo#t=11


 http://dahvisualize.wordpress.com/ 

 http://dahphd.ie/ 

 http://dho.ie/ 

 http://dri.ie/ 

 http://archives.forasfeasa.ie/ 

 http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/ 

 http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/ 

 http://www.stanford.edu/group/spatialhistory/cgi -
bin/site/index.php 

 http://www.gapminder.org/ 

 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/ 

 http://taporware.ualberta.ca/~taporware / 

 http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 

 http://1641.tcd.ie/ 

 http://www.militaryarchives.ie/  
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 http://dahvisualize.wordpress.com/category/humanities/  

DAH VISUALIZE 

http://dahvisualize.wordpress.com/category/humanities/

