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This talk will concentrate on child betrothals in pre-
Reformation Scotland. It will examine literary and legal
evidence of marriage ideals and practices and put them in
the context of the European phenomenon of child
betrothal and marriage. The marriage negotiations

of Scotland’s noble and lairdly families offer unique
evidence about parent-child interactions that provide with
a more nuanced picture of this power dynamic in the later
medieval and early modern periods.
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