
 UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH 
 DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

 PHIL 2140: History of Greek and Roman Philosophy 
Instructor: K. Dorter Fall 2013 
Contact information: kdorter@uoguelph.ca, office: MacKinnon 353, phone: 53218. 

Office Hours (MacKinnon 353): Mondays from 11 to 1, or by appointment, but you can talk to me 
any time I’m in my office except for the hour before class when I’m preparing. My teaching 
schedule is in Courselink and next to my door. 

Description: A survey of ancient Greek & Roman philosophy, combining class discussion of the 
Presocratics, Plato, & Aristotle, with outside reading in a history of philosophy. Required texts: 
1) Copleston: A History of Philosophy (Vol. 1). 2) Curd (editor): A Presocratics Reader (2nd 
edition). 3) Plato’s Phaedo (Grube trans.). 4) The Philosophy of Aristotle (edited by Bambrough). 

Readings: 
Presocratics: Introduction, Milesians (Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes), Heraclitus, 
Parmenides and Zeno of Elea 
Plato: Phaedo 57a-69e, 69e-72e, 72e-77a, 77a-84b, 84b-95a, 95a-107b, 107b-118a 
Aristotle: 1) Metaphysics I: 1 & 2; Physics II: 3;  2) Metaphysics VII: 3, 7, 8 

     3) Metaphysics XII: 6, 7, 9, 10  4) Psychology III: 4 & 5; Ethics X: 1, 4-8 
Copleston: Read chapters I-IV, VII-XVII, XXVI-XXVII, XXXV-XLI, and XLIV-XLVII. You’ll be expected 
to be able to identify the following names on the final exam: Empedocles, Anaxagoras, 
Protagoras, Gorgias, Pythagoras, Leucippus, Democritus, Diogenes (of Sinope), Epicurus, Pyrrho, 
Philo, Sextus Empiricus, Lucretius, Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, Plotinus. 

Assignments: In addition to the final exam (50%) you may write either two 1250 word essays 
(25% each) or one 2500 word essay (50%). 1250 or 2500 words are minimum lengths – essays 
may be longer if justified by the content. You can also use the first 1250 word essay as a trial 
run for the 2500 word essay, or you can expunge the grade for your first essay by submitting a 
2500 word essay later – in both cases resubmit the original essay along with the final version. If 
you want preliminary feedback submit something by the first deadline. Submit on paper – 
electronic submissions will not be accepted. See the Essay Guidelines for due dates.   

Final Exam: (Dec. 3 from 14:30 to 16:30) The final exam will consist of  essay questions about 
the works covered in class (selected from a list handed out at the final class), and identification 
questions from the Copleston readings (the latter will be worth 20-25% of the exam grade). 

Essay topics: If you're interested in materialism or hedonism you could try Epicurus or Lucretius 
(both on Courselink); for something more spiritual the Stoics (Epictetus or Marcus Aurelius – 
both on Courselink); for metaphysics Plotinus (the abridged version on Courselink – or a better 
translation on 3-day reserve in the library B 693.E53 O2) or Philo (library); for skepticism Sextus 
Empicirus (Book 1 of Outlines of Pyrrhonism is on Courselink) or the Sophists (especially 
Protagoras or Gorgias in Presocratics Reader). You could also work on Aristotle’s Poetics or 
Politics (both on Courselink) - but not his Metaphysics, Physics, De Anima (Psychology), or 
Ethics, since they’ll be covered in class. Don’t write on Plato – any dialogue would likely overlap 
with the Phaedo. 
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GUIDELINES FOR ESSAYS 
Also see “COA Standard Statements” on Courselink. 

1. Deadlines: 2500 word essay: Monday, November 4th; or two 1250 word essays: Monday, October 
14th and Monday, November 6th. Label your essays “First Essay”, “Second Essay” or “Long Essay” 
because short essays and long essays are graded differently. If it’s a rewrite of your first essay hand in 
your first essay with it so I can see my original comments. If you’d like feedback on an early draft of the 
50% essay let me see it by the first deadline. Late essays will be penalized one mark (out of 100) per 
weekday. The “day” ends at 4:30—if it’s in my mailbox in MacKinnon 343 the next morning I’ll count it 
as submitted yesterday; if it’s under my door I’ll count it as today. No essay will be accepted after 9 
a.m. the day before the final exam. Submit on paper – electronic submissions will not be accepted, 
although essays submitted after the end of classes may be sent by email if you don’t mind not getting 
comments. Students won’t normally be required to answer questions about their essay, but may in 
some cases. After the last class meeting I’ll email you if any questions arise, so check your email daily 
since I won’t be able to grade it if I can’t reach you. 

2. Subject: any ancient Greek or Roman philosopher who isn’t studied in class (i.e. who isn’t on the list 
of in-class readings on the reverse). You can write on a philosopher studied in class only if the book is 
on a completely different subject. Check with me to make sure. There’s nothing wrong with referring 
to works studied in class as long as they aren’t the main focus. 

3. Sources: Focus on primary texts (texts of the original author), although secondary sources (works 
about the original author’s texts) may be used as a supplement. Quotations in a secondary source like 
Copleston don’t count as primary texts because they’re taken out of context. The point is to develop 
skill in exegesis and evaluation; reporting the results of other people’s exegesis and evaluation doesn’t 
accomplish this. If little of the subject’s own writings has survived use at least three secondary sources. 

4. Content: Combine scholarship and creativity, i.e. both attentiveness to the text and a personal 
response of your own. If you’re interpreting a particularly difficult text it may be enough just to give a 
clear analysis of it. Where the interpretation is more straightforward your creativity can take the form 
of considering objections to the author’s views and how the author might reply to them; explain why 
you think the author can or cannot withstand the criticisms. Also consider possible objections to your 
own views. The more challenging you make it the better: treating answers as obvious is not worth as 
much as seeing how they are controversial and difficult.  

5. Format: The five paragraph model you learned in high school was training wheels to teach discipline. 
People don’t really write essays like that. Just organize your ideas to be as clear as possible. Use double 
spaced full sized font (12 point). Also use page numbers. 1250 or 2500 words are minimum 
lengthsessays may be longer if justified by the content. 

6. Style: Use “I” rather than awkward and outdated circumlocutions like “the author.” And use 
inclusive language like “humankind” instead of “mankind”, “people … they” instead of “a person … he.” 
Other possibilities: “he or she”, “she or he”, “s/he”, etc. 

7. References: Give references to all information and ideas taken from someone else, even if they 
aren’t direct quotations.  Otherwise it may be plagiarism (when in doubt ask).  Listing your sources in a 
bibliography isn’t enough since it doesn’t show where you make use of them.  References should list 
the author that you’re citing first.  For example, if you use a book called John Green (editor), The 
Philosophy of Lucretius, and your reference is to something Lucretius wrote, it should say, “Lucretius,  
Green 12” (you must give page numbers), not “Green 12”.  If you use the latter format I’ll assume 
you’re citing only a secondary source (what John Green wrote). The bibliography should give the 
complete title and publication data of the book. 

A sample philosophy essay is available on Courselink. 


