Preliminary Web Course Description

*Please note: This is a preliminary web course description only. The department reserves the right to change without notice any information in this description. The final, binding course outline will be distributed in the first class of the semester.
School of English and Theatre Studies

	Course Code:

ENGL*2880
	Course Title:

Women in Literature
	Date of Offering:  
W23 


	Course Instructor:
Julie Cairnie
	Course Format:
Lecture


	Brief Course Synopsis:
This is the calendar description of 2880: "This variable-content course will involve the study and discussion of poems, stories, novels and plays by or about women. Reading-intensive course."

In this iteration of the course, we will begin by questioning the very categories of "women" and "literature." The first few weeks of class will be spent theorizing categories which are loaded with assumptions, an exploration that will draw on some (very accessible and engaging) academic work, pop culture examples, and more 'serious' texts. In this course we will look at narratives that challenge the boundaries of both "women" and "literature." Some of the questions we will consider include the following: colonialism, Indigenous ideas about gender, trans identities, Afrofuturism and Indigenous futurism, #MeToo, #SayHerName. Our course material will reflect the breadth of these conversation, although the course is in no way exhaustive. 
2880 is organized as two case studies, as we look at a range of materials from Turtle Island and the African continent. There are two books that need to be purchased/borrowed; all remaining course material will be accessible/linked through Courselink.



	Methods of Evaluation and Weight:

Critical Reflections (4 @ 5%) – 20%
Book Review #1 – 20%

Book Review #2 – 20%

Midterm (take home) – 20%

Final (take home) – 20%



	Texts and/or Resources Required (e.g. Internet access, specific textbook title, lab kit, etc.)
Vivek Shraya, I'm Afraid of Men (2018)
Tendai Huchu, The Hairdresser of Harare (2010)

Additional material on Courselink (see full syllabus)


	This course counts towards the following distribution requirement(s) for students who registered at the University prior to the Fall of 2018:
20th/21st century literatures


	Information about mode of delivery (synchronous/asynchronous/other details):
The course will be delivered face-to-face, but Zoom may play a role depending on weather and health. More information will be provided at the start of the semester and will be updated as necessary.
 


*Students who registered at the University of Guelph after Fall 2018 must fulfill the “new” major and minor requirements. Students who registered at the University of Guelph prior to Fall 2018 must fulfill the requirements of the Calendar in effect when they first enrolled unless they have filed a Schedule of Studies Change Request to change to the 2018-2019 calendar. For more information, please consult the major and minor checklists at https://www.uoguelph.ca/arts/sets/undergraduate/english/current-student-information.
