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Abstract 
This thesis explores the fishing town of Eyemouth in the Scottish Borders 

Region, its history and circumstances surrounding a storm on October 14, 1881, in 
which one-third of its male population – all fishermen – died. Published research about 
this fishing disaster focuses on the fishermen, with some mention of their wives and 
families. An opportunity existed to research the Eyemouth widows in more detail, using 
archival sources from 1841-1921, and to share more about their individual and 
collective experiences. An analysis of local history reveals what life was like for a 
fishwife on the East Coast of Scotland in the late nineteenth century and 
contextualizes the Eyemouth widows in this setting. It offers opportunities for further 
research about this fascinating community of women. 
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