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Abstract

Roseltha Wolverton Goble (1835-1918), a farm woman in Oxford County, was
a devoted diarist. In her diary collection, she preserved a detailed record of her life
over six decades. Her eight diaries, written between 1857 and 1919, offer valuable
insights into the evolution of her diary-writing practices. While analyses of rural women
have primarily focused on how rural women conveyed identity through their actions,
this study concerns itself with Roseltha’s interiority, examining how her relationship to
her journals informed her evolving sense of self. By adjusting her writing habits to
complement the changing rhythms and responsibilities incumbent on her as a rural
farm woman, Roseltha integrated diary-writing into the fabric of her life as a young,
adult, and mature woman. Through this approach, Roseltha struck a delicate balance
between sense and sensibility, modifying her diaries’ format, tone, and style to
continually re-establish journaling as an essential practice in her life amidst changing
circumstances.
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