SART*2200 Painting I

This introduction to painting course is designed to equip you with the traditions and practice of observational painting. You will achieve a basic competency in representational painting by completing exercises, assignments, and an interconnected suite of projects. Together we will explore key technical fundamentals which will aid your own artistic direction for the future. The ability to create convincing form and illusionistic space can be used to share a personal vision. This is understood within both historical and contemporary contexts.
Throughout the semester, you will have the opportunity to learn important, long-term practical skills, such as building a stretcher, setting up an effective working space, and health and safety protocols. Just as importantly, by participating actively in class and taking advantage of access to the studio outside of class time, you will develop a supportive community of like-minded artists – connections that can extend well beyond the classroom and this particular semester. 

We will look at historical and contemporary work, see how they relate, and critically consider context and underlying assumptions. The course projects are structured logically to introduce the fundamentals of painting and then to the primary subjects of self-portrait, still life and interior. The final project will ambitiously interweave all three.  It will be helpful if you have some experience with drawing from observation.
NOTE: This is a 0.5 credit course. Students are expected to spend approximately five hours outside of class each week on related course work.

Method of Presentation:
An illustrated lecture and discussion will introduce each project. Short in-class exercises, games and technical experimentation are also designed to prepare you for each project. After the presentation date, a PDF of the image files will be posted to CourseLink for your reference.
Individual guidance is a key part of this course. Classes designated as ‘work periods’ are designed to maximize tailored and individual instruction. Don't miss these.

Projects:
In the first half of the course, you will complete an integrated set of technical projects using acrylic paint to build skills in colour, value and brushwork as preparation for three culminating works in oil paint canvas, after midterm: still life, nude figure and figure in interior.
