ASCI*4030 F25 with Dr. Barclay

Implications of Darwinism
When it was proposed, Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection provoked a strong reaction from many corners and for many reasons, not the least of which was because it suggested that humans evolved from ape-like ancestors. Today, evolution is the bedrock of modern biology, and it has radically changed our view of our world, ourselves, and what it means to be human. By demonstrating a shared ancestry with other animals, this means that many principles that apply to non-humans will apply to humans also. For good or for ill, the theory of evolution by natural selection continues to have far-reaching implications that extend far beyond biology alone, including into such areas as psychology, economics, anthropology, sociology, and even the arts. In this course, we will examine some of these implications of Darwinism in a student-led discussion format on topics of the students’ choice.

