
Course Outline Form: Winter 2017

General Information 

Course Code: FARE*1300 

Course Title: Poverty, Food and Hunger 

Course Description: 

This course examines the nature of poverty, food security and hunger at both the local 
and global levels. In so doing, it explores the nature of international development more 
broadly and its relevance to students studying a wide range of disciplines. It aims to 
provide students with the basic concepts and analytical tools required to reflect critically 
on international development issues in the world today and the how global poverty, food 
insecurity and hunger might be alleviated. 

Credit Weight: 0.5 

Academic Department (or campus): Dept. of Food, Agricultural & Resource Economics (FARE) 

Campus: Ontario Agricultural College, University of Guelph 

Semester Offering: W 

Class Schedule and Location: 1.30pm to 2.20pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday. Room ROZH 101 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: Spencer Henson 
Instructor Email: shenson@uoguelph.ca 
Instructor Phone and Extension: 519-824-4120 (extension 53134) 
Office location and office hours: MCLN 220/MACK 805; Monday 11am to 1pm or by 

appointment (in MACK 805) 

Course Content 

Specific Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Understand the nature of malnutrition, undernutrition and food and nutrition insecurity.



2. Understand the causes of undernutrition and food and nutrition insecurity in developing 
and industrialized countries. 

 
3. Critically assess alternative approaches to reducing undernutrition and food and nutrition 

insecurity. 
 

4. Critically analyze international development issues in general and those specifically 
related to poverty, undernutrition and food and nutrition insecurity. 

 
5. Use simple economic frameworks to understand the role of supply and demand factors 

in determining undernutrition and food and nutrition insecurity. 
 
Lecture Content: 
The schedule of lectures with associated readings is itemized below. 

 

Class Topic Course Text Readings 

Monday 9th January 

Outlining the global hunger problem Chapter 1 Wednesday 11th January 

Friday 13th January 

Monday 16th January 

What is malnutrition? Chapters 3, 4 Wednesday 18th January 

Friday 20th January 

Monday 23rd January 
The consequences of malnutrition Chapters 2, 5, 6 

Wednesday 25th January 

Friday 27th January 

No class: 
Work on Assignment 1 

Monday 30th January 

Wednesday 1st February 

Friday 3rd February 

Monday 6th February The consequences of malnutrition Chapters 2, 5, 6 

Wednesday 8th February 

Understanding food markets Chapter 7 
Friday 10th February 

Monday 13th February 

Wednesday 15th February 

Friday 17th February No class: 
Work on Assignment 2 Monday 27th February 

  



Class Topic Course Text Readings 

Wednesday 1st March 

The causes of malnutrition 
Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 

13, 14 

Friday 3rd March 

Monday 6th March 

Wednesday 8th March 

Friday 10th March 

Monday 13th March 

Wednesday 15th March 

Friday 17th March 

Potential solutions to malnutrition 
Chapters 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 

21, 22 

Monday 20th March 

Wednesday 22nd March 

Friday 24th March 

Monday 27th March 

Wednesday 29th March 

Friday 31st March 

Monday 3rd April The philosophical context and 
political economy of poverty, food 

and hunger 
Chapter 23 Wednesday 5th April 

Friday 7th April 

 
Course Assignments and Tests: 
There are three assignments during the course as detailed below. 
 

Assignment Due Date and Location 
Percent of 

Assessment 

Learning 
Outcomes 
Assessed 

Assignment 1 5pm Monday 6th February; Dropbox 20% 1-5 

Assignment 2 5pm Wednesday 1st March; Dropbox 20% 1-5 

Assignment 3 5pm Friday 31st March; Dropbox 20% 1-5 

 
The assignments will be distributed by email and made available on Courselink two weeks before 
the due date, thus: 

Assignment 1: Monday 23rd January. 
Assignment 2: Wednesday 15th February. 
Assignment 3: Friday 17th March. 

Each assignment consists of a data collection and analysis exercise on a named country.  Students 
are free to choose any low or middle-income country they wish for the three assignments.  The 



same country must be used for the three assignments.  Through the three assignments, each 
student will build up a profile of the food security and malnutrition situation of their chosen 
country. 
 
Each assignment should be fully referenced; any referencing style is acceptable.  The data used 
in the assignment should be predominantly derived from the sources on the Courselink site.  No 
sources from the internet should be cited unless there is a clear, reputable and citable primary 
source.  Marks may be deducted for poor spelling and/or grammar, or for not following the 
provided guidance on length, format, etc.   
 
The three assignments must be submitted using Dropbox through Courselink.  Assignments will 
not be accepted by email or in hard copy form. 
 

Final examination date and time: 20th April 2017, 19.00 to 21.00. Room TBA 

Final exam weighting:  40% 

 

Course Resources 
 
Required Text: 
The course textbook is as follows: 
 

Leathers, H.D. and Foster, P. (2009). The World Food Problem: Toward Ending 
Undernutrition in the Third World (Fourth Edition). Lynne Rienner Publishers, 
Boulder CO. 

 
This text provides most of the required readings for the course, but will be supplemented as and 
when necessary with other readings that will be made available on the Courselink site. 
 
Other Resources: 
There is a Courselink site that provides copies of the course outline, links to data and other 
information sources that should be used for the course assignments, student discussion forum, 
etc.  The site also has the PowerPoint presentations for each section of the course that you can 
print out and bring to class if you wish. 
 

Course Policies 
 
Grading Policies: 
All deadlines are absolute.  Unless documentary evidence is provided, all late work will be given 
a zero grade.  Under university regulations, this policy is binding unless academic consideration 
is given to a student. 
 



Note that the deadline and place for submission of each assignment is itemized above.  All 
assignments are required to be submitted with an Assessed Work Submission Form attached 
(Appendix 3). 
 
Course Policy regarding use of electronic devices and recording of lectures: 
Electronic recording of classes is expressly forbidden without consent of the instructor. When 

recordings are permitted, they are solely for the use of the authorized student and may not be 

reproduced, or transmitted to others, without the express written consent of the instructor. 

University Policies 
 
Academic Consideration: 
The University of Guelph is committed to supporting students in their learning experiences and 
responding to their individual needs and is aware that a variety of situations or events beyond 
the student's control may affect academic performance. Support is provided to accommodate 
academic needs in the face of personal difficulties or unforeseen events in the form of Academic 
Consideration. 
 
Information on regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration, Appeals and Petitions, 
including categories, grounds, timelines and appeals can be found in Section VIII (Undergraduate 
Degree Regulations and Procedures) of the Undergraduate Calendar. 
 
Academic Misconduct: 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity 
and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community, faculty, staff, and students  
to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent 
academic offences from occurring.  
 
University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on 
academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the 
responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students need to 
remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of 
detection. Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is 
not relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse 
students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before submitting 
it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be construed as an 
academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor.  
 
Detailed information regarding the Academic Misconduct policy is available in Section VIII 
(Undergraduate Degree Regulations and Procedures) of the Undergraduate Calendar.  
 
 
 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml


Accessibility: 
The University of Guelph is committed to creating a barrier-free environment. Providing services 
for students is a shared responsibility among students, faculty and administrators. This 
relationship is based on respect of individual rights, the dignity of the individual and the 
University community's shared commitment to an open and supportive learning environment. 
Students requiring service or accommodation, whether due to an identified, ongoing disability or 
a short-term disability should contact the Student Accessibility Services (SAS), formerly Centre 
for Students with Disabilities (CSD), as soon as possible.  
 
For more information, contact SAS at 519-824-4120 ext. 56208 or email sas@uoguelph.ca or visit 
the Student Accessibility Services website (http://www.uoguelph.ca/csd/).  
 

Course Evaluation Information: 
End of semester course and instructor evaluations provide students the opportunity to have their 
comments and opinions used as an important component in the Faculty Tenure and Promotion 
process, and as valuable feedback to help instructors enhance the quality of their teaching 
effectiveness and course delivery.  
 
While many course evaluations are conducted in class others are now conducted online. Please 
refer to the Course and Instructor Evaluation Website for more information. 
 
Drop period: 
The drop period for single semester courses starts at the beginning of the add period and extends 
to the Fortieth (40th) class day of the current semester (the last date to drop a single semester 
courses without academic penalty) which is listed in Section III (Schedule of Dates) of the 
Undergraduate Calendar.  
 
The drop period for two semester courses starts at the beginning of the add period in the first 
semester and extends to the last day of the add period in the second semester.  
 
Information about Dropping Courses can be found in Section VIII (Undergraduate Degree 
Regulations and Procedures) of the Undergraduate Calendar. 
 
2nd January 2017 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/csd/
https://courseeval.uoguelph.ca/
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml



