
University of Guelph 
Department of Food, Agricultural & Resource Economics 

FARE*6910 Applied Policy Analysis I 
Course Outline - Winter 2017 

COURSE LOGISTICS 

Instructor: Dr. J. Cranfield 
314 J.D. MacLachlan Building 
Extension 53532 
jcranfie@uoguelph.ca 

Course Time and Location: Monday & Wednesday 
10:00 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. 
309 Alexander Hall 

Class Web page: Login into Courselink via University of Guelph webpage 

Office Hours: By appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is concerned with the evaluation of public policies in the agrifood sector. Partial 
equilibrium microeconomic theory will be the primary tool of analysis. Attention is given to the 
development of theoretical concepts, research procedures and empirical findings in this area of 
study. 

PREREQUISITES 

FARE*6380 or equivalent 

TEXTBOOK 

Recommended: Schmitz, A., C. B. Moss, T. G. Schmitz, H. W. Furtan and H. C. Schmitz. 2010. 
Agricultural Policy, Agribusiness, and Rent-Seeking Behaviour. Second Edition. Toronto: Univer-
sity of Toronto Press 

Recommended: Just, R. E., D. L Hueth and A. Schmitz. 2004. The Welfare Economics of Public 
Policy. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

TOPICAL OUTLINE 

1. Background on Canadian agriculture 

2. A history of agri-food policy 

3. Welfare economics, market interventions & regulation 
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4. Methods & techniques of policy evaluation & analysis 

5. Policy issues & analysis in the Canadian agri-food sector 

ASSESSMENT 

Students will be assessed based on the following areas: 

Item Due Date Value 
Policy briefing note 1 6 February 2017 5% 
Peer review of a policy briefing 10 February 2017 5% 
Assignment 1 27 February 2017 10% 
Policy briefing note 2 6 March 2017 5% 
Peer review of a policy briefing 10 February 2017 5% 
Assignment 2 20 March 2017 10% 
Term project Last week of class 30% 
Final exam TBA 30% 

A brief discussion of each assessed area is provided below. Requests to re-grade can be accommo-
dated. You should be aware that if you request a review of the mark awarded for any element of 
the evaluation, the review could result in your mark being revised either upwards or downwards. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignments will be distributed through out the course. Students are strongly encouraged to work 
through assignments in groups; such a process will facilitate shared learning and underscore the 
importance of interaction in an academic setting. However, each student is to hand in their own 
assignment, written in their own words. 

POLICY BRIEFING NOTE 

You will be required to submit two policy briefing notes during the semester. This exercise is 
designed to give you experience in communicating policy issues. To reflect a more realistic policy 
communication environment, the assignment will be distributed on three days before it is due (i.e. 
distributed on a Friday, due on the next Monday). Further details will be provided early in the 
semester. 

TERM PROJECT 

Groups of students will prepare a report and presentation on a policy article or issue. The report 
and presentation will include quantitative and welfare analysis. The written component of the 
project is due at the start of class on 3 April 2017. The presentations will occur during the last 
week of class. Further details will be provided early in the semester. 

FINAL EXAM 

There will be a final examination, time and date to be announced. The exam is closed book. 
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DEADLINES 

Deadlines for course material are firm. Unless appropriate documentation is provided, all late work 
will be assigned a grade of zero. If you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement 
because of illness or compassionate reasons, please advise the course instructor in writing, with 
your name, student id number, and e-mail contact. See the graduate calendar for information on 
regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration: 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 

E-MAIL COMMUNICATION 

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their @uoguelph.ca e-mail account 
regularly; e-mail is the official route of communication between the university and its students. 

DROP DATE 

The last date to drop one-semester courses, without academic penalty, is 10 March 2017. Two-
semester courses must be dropped by the last day of the add period in the second semester. Refer 
to the Graduate Calendar for the schedule of dates: 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/sched/index.shtml 

RECORDING OF MATERIALS 

Presentations which are made in relation to course workincluding lecturescannot be recorded in 
any electronic media without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate 
or guest lecturer. 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity 
and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community faculty, staff, and students 
to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent aca-
demic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by 
the University’s policy on academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff 
and students have the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. 
Students need to remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and 
other means of detection. The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Graduate Calendar: 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/sec_d0e2386. 
shtml 

Pursuant to University policy, suspected cases of academic misconduct will be forwarded to the 
Associate Dean Academic. 
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STUDENT COURSE EVALUATIONS 

Course evaluations are used in the Department of Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics 
to provide feedback to instructors and to improve the teaching of individual courses. Course 
evaluations are also used by the Department Chair and the Department Promotion and Tenure 
Committee in making recommendations regarding promotion, tenure and faculty salary increases. 
Students are assured that no faculty member sees the results of the course evaluations or any 
written comments before the final grades for the course are submitted. University policy states that 
students’ unsigned written comments can only be seen by the course instructor. Signed written 
comments can be read by the faculty member, Department Chair and the Department Promotion 
and Tenure Committee. In order for student written comments to have the most influence on 
improving teaching in the Department, it is strongly recommend that all written comments be 
signed. Students wishing more information on how the Department evaluates teaching performance 
and the questions included on the evaluation form are referred to the FARE web page. 

RESOURCES 

The Graduate Calendar is the source of information about the University of Guelphs procedures, 
policies and regulations which apply to graduate programs: 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/ 

John Cranfield 
9 January 2017 
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