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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your title slide should include the title of your talk (including any scientific and common names of organisms used), the authors names, and their affiliations.

The following are examples of slides you might include in a scientific presentation. Although they are organized according to the main parts of a scientific paper (Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusions), you may or may not want to have these titles at the top of your slides. 


Introduction

Interesting fact from the literature (Author,
year)

Related interesting fact from the literature
(Author, year)

Question raised by these facts

Hypothesis that you tested


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this section, you should introduce your research topic and provide the background information from the literature that led to the question you wanted to answer. Don’t forget to cite the sources for your background information where it first appears. You should also introduce the hypothesis that you tested.

By the end of the Introduction section of your talk, the question you were trying to answer should be crystal clear, and if you’ve done things right, your audience will be hanging on your every word to hear how you went about answering the question and what you found.

Remember to avoid slides with a lot of text – limiting each slide to 3-4 concise bullet points is a good rule of thumb. 

Including a picture, movie, or other relevant graphic on a slide can help keep your audience’s interest.

Be sure to provide a clear statement of your question and hypothesis in the Introduction section of your talk.

Typically hypotheses are evaluated by testing the predictions that they make. If your study was structured in this way, you should also clearly lay out the predictions you tested.


Materials and Methods

« Your text here.
« Your text here.

Only

Use
Animation

If it won’t be distracting
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Presentation Notes
This slide should be a brief introduction to the methodology without too much technical Jargon. It is less detailed than it would be in a written report. 

However, it needs to be complete enough that your audience gets a sense of what you did and how you did it.  A diagram or photograph of your experimental setup is often useful to include.

If you have multiple parts to your experiment, it may be more effective to present methods and results for the first part, and then methods and results for the second part (rather than going through all the methods in one long section).
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Results

Plants grew taller in natural sunlight.
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Presentation Notes
Make sure your graphs are large enough to be interpreted easily by your audience. This also means that axis labels should be larger than they typically are for a graph that appears in a paper so that they can be read from a distance.

Bar graphs like this are a good way to compare means, but you may also want to consider using a box plot, which can convey more information about the variability in your data.

Plan to walk your audience through each figure: describe the axes, point out patterns, and significant effects.  When describing results, focus on the biological patterns, not the intricacies of the statistics used.


Metabolic rate was proportional to fish weight.
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Presentation Notes
Use a scatterplot when showing the relationship between two continuous variables. If the two variables can be categorized as independent and dependent, always plot the independent variable on the x-axis and the dependent variable on the y-axis.




Discussion

Your text here.
Your text here.

Your text here.
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Presentation Notes
In this section, you should summarize your results and discuss what they mean, especially in light of the hypothesis you tested and other published work.

If you identified major sources of variation that might have confounded your results, mention them here.

You can also recommend future lines of inquiry that have sprung from your work.


Conclusions

Your text here.
Your text here.

Your text here.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a Conclusions section, you should distil down the most essential take home message(s) from your study. 

You can also, if appropriate, end your talk with a brief discussion of an especially interesting implication of your work.


Acknowledgements

« Your text here.
« Your text here.
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Presentation Notes
In a research talk, it is customary to thank funding sources and those who contributed to the research. In an oral presentation for a course, an Acknowledgements slide may or may not be appropriate.


Further Tips.....

www.colinpurrington/tips/academic/sciencetalks


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are some great tips at this website about how to design and deliver your presentation!  
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