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Who’s on the call?



What are OER?



Educational materials that are openly licensed 
and freely available for anyone to use and 
reuse.





What can OER look like?

● Textbooks 
● Streaming media 
● Slidedecks 
● Question banks 
● Software 
● Podcasts 

● Courseware 
● Modules 
● Simulations  
● Tools, materials, 

techniques 



Not the same as open access.

Not the same as electronic 
library resources.



Why should I care 
about OER?



● Students don’t buy textbooks 
○ Only 23-25% of our students buy 

textbooks and other course materials 
● Library can’t buy textbooks 
● The building will likely be closed 
● Copyright is scary and confusing 



What does openly 
licensed mean?



All rights reserved





Some rights reserved







CC-0: public domain



& copyright



Where do I find OER?



Institutional OER Repositories

● MIT OpenCourseware 
● Galileo (Georgia) 
● Open Washington 
● Orange Grove 

(Florida) 
● BCCampus Open 

Textbook Library 
(BC)

https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/
http://www.openwa.org/
https://www.floridashines.org/orange-grove
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/


Open Repositories

● OER Commons 
● Wikimedia Commons 
● OpenStax CNX 
● LibreTexts

● Saylor Academy 
● Lumen Learning 

Boundless Catalogue

https://www.oercommons.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://cnx.org/
https://libretexts.org/
https://www.saylor.org/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/catalog/boundlesscourses
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/catalog/boundlesscourses


Open Referatories

● MERLOT 
● Open Textbook 

Library

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/


Discipline Specific Open Resources



Aggregators

● George Mason Open 
Metafinder (MOM) 

● SUNY’s OASIS

https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/


Some Other Suggestions*

● eCampusOntario Open Library + their H5P studio 
● UBC Open Case Studies 
● Business Commons 
● Social and Behavioural Science Commons 
● Hubert Project 
● Journal of Business Case Studies 
● InTech Open Access Business and Social Science Books  
● OpenStax

(*by no means exhaustive, at all)

https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/
https://h5pstudio.ecampusontario.ca/
http://cases.open.ubc.ca/case-studies/
http://network.bepress.com/business/
http://network.bepress.com/social-and-behavioral-sciences/
https://hubertproject.org/browse/
https://clutejournals.com/index.php/JBCS/issue/view/1111
https://www.intechopen.com/books/subject/social-sciences-and-humanities
https://openstax.org/


How do the platforms 
work?



Browsing and Searching



Filters



Reviews and Rankings



Licensing Information



General search principles



Start big and broad  

Photo by Willian Justen de Vasconcellos on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/jUCQRQeRs3k?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/jUCQRQeRs3k?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/mountain?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/mountain?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Use 
advanced  
search and  
other 
features

Photo by Harry Sandhu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/FpYoDqGGI4A?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/FpYoDqGGI4A?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/sign?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/sign?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Searching is iterative

Photo by Tim Gouw on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/_U-x3_FYxfI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/_U-x3_FYxfI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Variety is the spice of life

Photo by Vince Lee on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/gwT4rs_xlUA?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/gwT4rs_xlUA?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Talk it out

Photo by Headway on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/5QgIuuBxKwM?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/5QgIuuBxKwM?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


How do you know 
whether an OER is 
“good enough?”



OER evaluation





One red flag is (often) 
not enough

Photo by Scott Webb on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/photos/E0f9iLMTuVQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/E0f9iLMTuVQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/red?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/red?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


How can I use it?



● It depends 
● OER can be linked to directly through your syllabi 

and CourseLink 
● Not all OER will be in editable formats, even if they 

have editable licenses  
● Curation is key! 
● Remember to check licensing / terms of use 
● Make sure the resource is accessible 
● Let the library know you are using OER! 



A couple of last words.



I know this is work.

OER isn’t the only way.



What’s it like using an 
OER?



Nadège Levallet 
Associate Professor 
Hospitality, Food, and 
Tourism Management



Questions?


