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CVs for Graduate 
School Applicants



What is a CV?

§ A CV (or curriculum vitae) is an academic resume



What to Include in a CV

Awards, Honours, and 
Scholarships

Experience
(research and work)

Relevant Certifications 
+ Software Skills

Community 
Experience/Leadership

Presentations + 
Publications

Education



§ It should be professional – no typos or other errors
§ Make it easy to read – consider a PDF file
§ Avoid including high school activities *
§ Can include an ‘Overview’ section

General CV Tips
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Jane Doe
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
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Thoughts?
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Governmental 
Graduate 
Scholarships



Canada Graduate Scholarship 
– Masters (CGS-M)

Ontario Graduate 
Scholarship (OGS)

§ Funded by government of Canada 
(SSHRC, NSERC, and CIHR)

§ $17,500 for one year
§ Submit one application through 

online portal – indicate up to three 
schools where you intend to apply 
(your proposed host institutions)

§ Due December 1, 2022
§ https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/current/fun

ding/scholarships/gov-fundedawards/cgsm

§ Funded by government of Ontario
§ $15,000 per year
§ Submit an application at each 

Ontario school you’re applying to 
– same application, but different 
schools may have different 
deadlines and processes

§ Due January 31, 2023 (Guelph)
§ https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/current/fun

ding/scholarships/gov-fundedawards/ogs

Master’s Scholarship Applications



What Goes Into the Application

Canada Graduate Scholarship 
– Masters (CGS-M)

Ontario Graduate 
Scholarship (OGS) - Guelph

§ Online application, which includes:
§ Research proposal (1 page)
§ Bibliography + citations
§ Identify field of research
§ Transcripts
§ Canadian Common CV (CCV)
§ Special circumstances (optional)
§ 2 Reference Letters

§ Application form, which includes:
§ Research proposal (1 page)
§ Bibliography + citations
§ Publications/Presentations 
§ Academic accomplishments
§ List of scholarships/awards
§ Special circumstances (optional)

§ 2 Reference Letters



Selection Criteria: Research Proposal + CV

Canada Graduate Scholarship 
– Masters (CGS-M)

Ontario Graduate 
Scholarship (OGS)

§ Research Proposal:
§ Quality and feasibility
§ Communication and organization
§ Abilities and skills that will help 

you complete the project on time
§ CCV:

§ Research experience and training
§ Leadership, volunteering, and 

community work

§ Research proposal:
§ Motivation, creativity, 

significance, and communication 
skills (emphasize these 
things/use these words)

§ Academic excellence in your 
transcripts, awards, publications/ 
presentations, and other 
accomplishments (like internships 
and volunteering)



Writing the Research Proposal

§ Carefully read the instructions and evaluation criteria
§ Write in a clear, understandable way – don’t use jargon, define 

important terms that reviewers may not know 
§ Organize your ideas effectively – you have a lot to cover in 1 page

§ General template: brief gripping paragraph, literature + theory 
review/gap in literature, your study overview/methods, 
hypotheses/ expected findings, impact + significance –but also 
emphasize skills/abilities that will help you complete the project

§ Emphasize what makes your proposal original, how it will 
contribute to the field of study, and why it’s important

§ Take the time to write and edit, and get feedback from others if 
possible (great to get perspectives from those in a different field)



Asking for Reference Letters

§ Request letter from referees who know you well and who you 
know will provide a positive reference – ask if they can give you 
a strong reference

§ Provide the referee with as much information as possible to help 
them write a strong letter – CV, research contributions, unofficial 
transcript, etc. and make sure to provide the appropriate form of 
link. The more tools you give referees to work with the 
better!

§ Give them plenty of time – one month+, not including holidays
§ For form references, fill out every part of the form that you can 

(your personal info, their name, etc.)
§ If the letter must be mailed, provide an envelope with postage 

and address written in



Other Scholarship Resources

§ University of Guelph slide presentation from 2019 on Tri-Agency 
(aka CGS-M) and OGS applications: 
https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/sites/default/files/Tri-
Agency%20and%20OGS%20Presentation%202019.pdf

§ Other scholarship application tips from awards officers at the 
University of Guelph: 
https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/current/funding/tools

https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/sites/default/files/Tri-Agency%20and%20OGS%20Presentation%202019.pdf
https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/current/funding/tools


Questions?




