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Disclaimer
The Office of Graduate Program Services has attempted to ensure the accuracy of this on-line Graduate Calendar. However, the publication of information in this document does not
bind the university to the provision of courses, programs, schedules of studies, fees, or facilities as listed herein.

Limitations
The University of Guelph reserves the right to change without notice any information contained in this calendar, including any rule or regulation pertaining to the standards for
admission to, the requirements for the continuation of study in, and the requirements for the granting of degrees or diplomas in any or all of its programs.

The university will not be liable for any interruption in, or cancellation of, any academic activities as set forth in this calendar and related information where such interruption is
caused by fire, strike, lock-out, inability to procure materials or trades, restrictive laws or governmental regulations, actions taken by the faculty, staff or students of the university or
by others, civil unrest or disobedience, or any other cause of any kind beyond the reasonable control of the university.

The University of Guelph reaffirms section 1 of the Ontario Human Rights Code, 1981, which prohibits discrimination on the grounds of race, ancestry, place of origin, colour, ethnic
origin, citizenship, creed, sex, sexual orientation, handicap, age, marital status or family status.

The university encourages applications from women, aboriginal peoples, visible minorities, persons with disabilities, and members of other under-represented groups.
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Rural Studies
Administrative Staff
Director and Graduate Co-ordinator
Marta Rohatynskyj (647 MacKinnon, Ext. 53554)
mrohatyn@uoguelph.ca

PhD in Rural Studies Secretary
Ornella McCarron (109 Landscape Architecture, Ext. 58901)
omccarro@uoguelph.ca

Graduate Faculty
Farokh Afshar
Professor, SEDRD

J.I. (Hans) Bakker
Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Robert D. Brown
Professor, SEDRD

Wayne Caldwell
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Robert Corry
Assistant Professor, SEDRD

John Cranfield
Assistant Professor, Agricultural Economics and Business

Terry A. Crowley
Professor, History

F. Harry Cummings
Professor, SEDRD

David J.A. Douglas
Professor, SEDRD

Fred Eidlin
Professor, Political Science

Glen C. Filson
Associate Professor, SEDRD

John FitzGibbon
Professor, SEDRD

Anthony M. Fuller
Professor, SEDRD

Helen Hambly-Odame
Assistant Professor, SEDRD

Spencer Henson
Professor, Agricultural Economics and Business

Stewart G. Hilts
Professor, Land Resource Science

Sally Humphries
Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Jana D. Janakiram
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Craig Johnson
Associate Professor, Political Science

Alun E. Joseph
Professor, Geography

Reid D. Kreutzwiser
Professor, Geography

Richard G. Kuhn
Associate Professor, Geography

Karen Landman
Assistant Professor, SEDRD

Allan C. Lauzon
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Belinda Leach
Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Jim Mahone
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Jorge Nef
Professor, SEDRD

Cecelia Paine
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Nathan H. Perkins
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Wayne C. Pfeiffer
Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics and Business

Nancy Pollock-Ellwand
Associate Professor, SEDRD

Donald G. Reid
Professor, SEDRD

Marta Rohatynskyj
Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Saba Safdar
Assistant Professor, Psychology

Rakhel Sarker
Assistant Professor, Agricultural Economics and Business

Frans J. Schryer
Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Barry Smit
Professor, Geography

John A. Smithers
Associate Professor, Geography

Terisa Turner
Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

David Waltner-Toews
Professor, Population Medicine

Alfons J. Weersink
Professor, Agricultural Economics and Business

Anthony R. Winson
Professor, Sociology and Anthropology

Ken Woodside
Professor, Political Science

Nonita T. Yap
Professor, SEDRD

PhD Program
The PhD in Rural Studies is an interdisciplinary program drawing faculty from primarily
five departments/schools in two colleges. The departments/schools involved include:
Agricultural Economics and Business, Environmental Design and Rural Development
(Landscape Architecture, Rural Extension Studies, Rural Planning and Development),
Geography, Political Science, and Sociology and Anthropology. The Program also has
associated faculty from other units in the university.

The objective of the rural studies PhD program is to prepare specialists who will take
leading roles in dealing with problems and opportunities in rural communities. Graduates
will be expected to be highly proficient in some specific aspects of the many associated
with the subject; to be able to integrate their area of emphasis with other aspects of the
social, economic and biophysical scope of rural studies; and to be able to participate
effectively in team efforts. Graduates will be prepared to carry out their roles through
original research, integration of knowledge, teaching and other forms of education, and
by providing services to members of the community.

The program focuses on a single field, sustainable rural communities. Sustainable rural
communities are characterized by long-term well-being based on the integration of
economic, social and environmental factors in their planning and activities. Four sectors
have been designated: environment and sustainability, social structure and processes,
human resource development, and sustainable rural economic development. Each represents
an area of emphasis, not a specialization or discipline. A number of different disciplines
are represented in each sector and in each an interdisciplinary approach is taken. Students
will choose one sector for relatively more intensive study.

Admission Requirements
To be considered for admission, an applicant must have a master's degree (or the
equivalent) from a recognized university in a relevant discipline. Master's graduates in a
range of humanities, social-science and applied-science disciplines are eligible for
consideration for admission. As examples, master's graduates in geography, sociology,
planning, environmental science, rural extension studies and international development
may be particularly suitable. Applicants who have not completed courses relevant to rural
studies or gained experience in rural communities may be required to do so prior to
admission or as part of initial phases of the PhD program.

The program's admission policy is governed by the availability of graduate advisors and
other resources and by the need to admit applicants from a variety of disciplines and
backgrounds. The interaction of students with diverse backgrounds will greatly enhance
the multidisciplinary approaches in the program. The program also seeks to achieve the
significant participation of women and aboriginal people from North America and
international students. The director of the program receives applications directly from
prospective students or through prospective advisors and ensures that application files are
complete for review by the admission committee. The committee then consults with
prospective advisors and recommends applicants for admission to Graduate Program
Services. Applicants should consult the program for the deadline for admission.
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Degree Requirements
Advisory Committee
Each doctoral student has an advisory committee composed of faculty members from a
range of disciplines pertinent to the field, specialization and research topic. Each committee
consists of at least three members. It is broadly based with at least two major disciplines
represented by its members. The advisor and the advisory committee provide guidance
to allow for the student's intellectual growth in the program

The advisory committee assesses and approves the thesis-research proposal which is to
be prepared by the student by the end of the second year, concurrent with preparation for
the qualifying examination.

Course Requirements
The minimum course and credit requirements for the PhD in rural studies consist of a
common 2.0 -credit core of two integrative 1.0 -credit courses (Sustainable Rural
Communities, and Integrative Research Methods), a 0.25-credit research seminar, and
one elective graduate 0.5-credit course or the RST*6500 Special Topics course. Additional
courses may be required by the student's advisory committee. Make-up courses may be
required prior to admission to the PhD program or early in the program. All courses will
normally be completed prior to the qualifying examination. All or most of the courses
should be taken in the first year of study.

To foster the interdisciplinary nature of the program, some courses are team taught.
Attention is also paid to the sequencing of courses to promote interdisciplinarity.

Qualifying Examination
The qualifying examination for the PhD program in rural studies is used to determine the
acceptability of the intellectual capability and research potential of students. The
examination committee is constituted to represent a range of disciplines pertinent to the
field.

It evaluates the student's ability to integrate knowledge in the field of sustainable rural
communities and the student's particular sector within the field. The qualifying examination
has both written and oral components. The written component is based on the common
core area of the field and the student's selected sector. The oral examination is devoted
to discussion of the written materials. It evaluates the student's ability to integrate
disciplinary knowledge within the field and to undertake interdisciplinary research. The
qualifying examination must be completed by the end of semester five.

Courses

Common Core Courses
RST*6000 Sustainable Rural Communities F-W [1.00]

Sustainable development theory in the rural communities and environment context.

RST*6100 Integrative Research Methods F-W [1.00]

Research design and evaluation with a focus on measures of sustainability and on
interdisciplinary applications.

RST*6300 Research Seminar U [0.25]

Sector Core Courses
RST*6500 Special Topics U [0.50]
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