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Application Checklist 2026/2027 Innovation Grant (Pilot Study)

The Horses and Humans Research Foundation (HHRF) is pleased to announce the call for proposals for our 2026/2027 $10,000 Equine Well-being Innovative Grant with a focus on evaluating adapted grazing environments to support equines and their ecosystems to thrive.

We are seeking innovative research project proposals that incorporate novel adapted grazing environments supporting equine welfare based on One Health principles endorsed by HHRF and defined by the CDC as “…the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment,” and the Five Domains Model (Mellor & Reid, 1994; and subsequent publications).
With challenges in maintaining equine welfare in equine grazing environments while providing enrichment, manageable and sustainable access to resources, grant applications should include rigorous research proposals to evaluate the selected novel enriched equine environment (e.g. track systems, paddock paradise, etc…), measuring the impact on equine welfare (e.g. nutrition, exercise, interactions with their environment, humans and other animals) and considerations of feasibility of these modified grazing management systems for equine owners.

HHRF serves as a catalyst to advance global knowledge of equine-human interactions and their impact on the health and well-being of both people and horses. This particular innovative grant is specifically designed to provide funding for innovative ideas to advance our knowledge, understanding, and ability to understand and modify factors related to equines and novel grazing environments which promote thriving equines and their ecosystems. 

· Grant Award: Up to $10,000 for a research period of up to 18 months.
· Application Deadline: Friday, December 4th, 2026.
· Focus Area: Novel grazing environments supporting equine welfare based on One Health principles and the Five Domains Model with considerations of feasibility of these modified grazing management systems for equine owners.
· Reminder: Evaluation (outcome measures) must clearly assess impacts on Equines in a novel grazing environment which promotes thriving equines and their ecosystems.

· Review Process: A multi-tier evaluation by the HHRF Scientific Advisory Council, with finalists invited to submit a 15-minute pre-recorded video presentation followed by a live Q&A with the HHRF Board of Directors.
· Eligibility: Preference will be given to researchers with strong credentials, a track record of scientific excellence, and studies demonstrating rigor and clinical significance who incorporate or include equine owners and professionals  in their team to ensure ecological validity of their proposed study.
The Scientific Advisory Council emphasizes the following while reviewing proposals
1. All applications must clearly demonstrated adherence to the IAHAIO guidelines for HAI/AAS/HAB research which requires practitioners/equine owners to be part of the research development and distribution process https://iahaio.org/minimum-standards-for-research-in-aas-hai-hab/
2. Each aspect of your study must be clearly justified with relevant references throughout the proposal. Therefore, demonstrate your understanding of the topic by referencing a broad range of relevant prior research. Therefore, clearly demonstrate your understanding of the topic by referencing a broad range of relevant prior research.
3. Terminology must be appropriate, clearly demonstrating your teams awareness of Human Equine Interactions (HEI), equine behavior, choice, and welfare. Ensure updated acceptable terminology has been used, with a glossary of terms provided to clarify any potentially ambiguous language. 
4. The need/ justification for your project. Why is it important to the stated focal area of this call for proposals? Demonstrate how and why your project fills a void in the literature and is needed at this moment in time.
5. There is a clearly stated purpose or question addressed that will be the focus of the project (this must be able to be adequately addressed by your stated methodology). You may include your conceptual framework as a visual to support your text.
6. Explain the broad significance and implications of your project. What impact might this have on horses (their ecosystems/environment and humans who care for them)? How could it impact the field for all stakeholders? Are there any possible limitations/ negative implications to consider?
7. Although this is an innovative research proposal, it is still essential to provide appropriate reference to prior research underpinning relevant aspects both of your rationale and proposed methodology to ensure it is the most appropriate to address your research question or purpose.
8. Your research design and methodology must be appropriate for the project’s purpose, and have sufficient detail that the pasture modifications could be replicated by the average horse owner. Ideally provide some visual representation of your methods.
9. Equine selection and number need to be considered and should be appropriate for the research question, design and method (with clearly defined inclusion and exclusion criteria). We are aware this is likely to be a pilot study, but it must also be clear how the study methods and criteria could be scaled up.
10. Data collection and data analysis must be clearly appropriate for the research question, design, and purpose. Again, provide references to appropriate literature justifying these aspects.
11. A comprehensive, realistic and cost-effective budget is outlined, with detail related to all aspects. No indirect costs are allowed (see below*) 
Please provide an itemized budget and narrative justification for EVERY line item requested in the budget. 
To ensure the equine component factors significantly as the focal point of the study, the total combined PERSONNEL and CONSULTANT COSTS may not exceed 20% of the total requested budget.
*Indirect Costs Information and Clarification
HHRF does not fund indirect costs as part of its grants. Indirect costs are general operational expenses that are not directly tied to the specific research project. While these costs are necessary for institutions, HHRF's funding is designated solely for direct research expenses.
Examples of Indirect Costs (Not Funded by HHRF)
· Institutional Overhead: General administrative costs, such as university or nonprofit organization fees.
· Facilities & Utilities: Rent, electricity, water, internet, and general maintenance.
· Administrative Salaries: Staff not directly working on the funded research (e.g., HR, finance, grant administrators).
· General Office Supplies & Equipment: Paper, ink, printers, computers (unless explicitly justified as essential for research).
· IT & Communication Costs: Institutional email accounts, website maintenance, and general software licenses.
· Insurance & Depreciation: Liability insurance, equipment depreciation, and other long-term operational costs.
Examples of Direct Costs (Eligible for Funding)
· Researcher salaries and stipends directly related to the project
· Equipment and materials specifically required for the study
· Laboratory and fieldwork expenses
· Participant recruitment and data collection costs
· Travel directly related to research activities (e.g., site visits, data collection). 

12. The proposed concept, methodology, and timeline must represent the original intellectual work of the research team. Proposals generated by artificial intelligence (AI) systems for study design or methodological development will not be considered. AI tools may be used only for limited editing or formatting assistance.  If you used AI in any component of your application process, you must be transparent about how it was implemented in the application. 

13. The outlined time frame for completion is realistic and comprehensive. Clearly provide BOTH a visual timeline (e.g. Gantt Chart), and a narrative to clearly justify the timeline provided. Demonstrate your awareness of potential problems that may jeopardize aspects of the timeline and how these will be mitigated.
14. You must clearly show your team is competent with respect to your experience and credentials in equine research, with an emphasis on publication in relevant peer-reviewed journals, alongside clear equine professional and equine owner input to ensure ecological validity, and practical application of your proposed study findings.
15. Your institutional support and safety of the facility/environment (s) in which the research will take place, must be adequate to effectively implement the entire project with minimum risk. 
To demonstrate your awareness of the complexities involved in research in HEI, you must include (Attachments): 
a. a risk assessment related to all equines (humans, and any other animals) included in the study, 
Finalists will be required to provide a link to a short, 2-7 minute, video walkthrough of ALL premises where equines will be located clearly demonstrating site, safety, ethical, welfare and quality standards.
16. The project must be approved by an IACUC, the Institutional Animal and Care Use Committee, or comparable research ethics committees for ensuring compliance with research and animal welfare standards before the project is funded.  However, applications with pending IACUC approval or comparable research ethics committee will be considered with funding contingent on approval, please submit any completed ethical application form for both human and animal research in the attachments.
17. Provide clear and realistic plans to publish and share the findings of your study in peer-review journals, for practitioners at their conferences and in their written publications, as well as in a format accessible to both the lay pubic and the media. Remember as a condition of an HHRF award you must also deliver a presentation at the HHRF conference, as well as a separate webinar with questions, a written lay summary and infographic. Please also see ** below
18. Include the following Attachments as single .pdf file
a. A glossary of definitions for Abbreviations, Acronyms and technical terminology.
b. A copy of IRB and IACUC applications (or equivalent Research Ethics applications for researchers in non- USA Countries) (completed/approved, or in progress) 
c. A Full Reference list including all cited references.
d. A risk assessment related to all humans and equines included in the study.
e. Letters from collaborators (if relevant)


As a final reminder, this call for proposals requires investigation of the impacts on horses and their environments.
We encourage interdisciplinary collaborations, particularly including equine owners and professionals with researchers as part of the research team, as we aim to support research which has scientific rigor, merit, significance, relevance, and impact on horses.
Please ensure you have read and understood all documentation, have watched the information video and have completed all required aspects and attachments for the application form.


Note for Finalists ONLY: 
If you are a shortlisted as a Finalist you will also be required to submit: 
· a link to a short, 2-7 minute, video walkthrough of ALL premises where equines participating in your study will be located, clearly demonstrating site, safety, ethical, welfare and quality standards; 
· along with a 15-minute pre-recorded video presentation of your proposal. 

Submission of these additional resources will be followed by:

· a live (online) Q&A with the HHRF Board of Directors, 
· during which applicants must be prepared to respond to questions related to their application and presentation.


** Successful recipients of the grant will be required to:

· Attend and present the results of their study at the HHRF Conference following the completion of their study. 
· Prepare and attend a webinar on their application and research process and respond to attendee’s questions. 
· The awarded team will also work with HHRF to create an interactive platform based on the study findings, as a free to use tool to help horse owners, handlers, and professionals make more informed decisions to enhance the lives of the horses in their care. 
Creation of an interactive ‘citizen science’ platform based on the findings of the research study that can be a valuable resource for horse owners, handlers, and professionals to better the lives of horses in their care.  
Below is an example set up as an Interactive Mind-Map (but could be designed in a format of your choice).

· This could enable owners to click on the items and be provided with details of what they look like, and how they could be achieved, with information provided both visually and in text.
· The categories and design would be adapted to your research, showing how the system used in your study enhances the physical and mental wellbeing of the horses involved.
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