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Horses and Humans Research Foundation 
Innovation Grant (Pilot Study) 
Award - up to $10,000 
Due Friday, December 4, 2026
The Horses and Humans Research Foundation (HHRF) is pleased to announce the call for proposals for our 2026/2027 $10,000 Equine Well-being Innovative Grant with a focus on evaluating adapted grazing environments to support equines and their ecosystems to thrive.
We are seeking innovative research project proposals that incorporate novel adapted grazing environments supporting equine welfare based on One Health principles endorsed by HHRF and defined by the CDC as “…the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared environment,” and the Five Domains Model (Mellor & Reid, 1994; and subsequent publications).
With challenges in maintaining equine welfare in equine grazing environments while providing enrichment, manageable and sustainable access to resources, grant applications should include rigorous research proposals to evaluate the selected novel enriched equine environment (e.g. track systems, paddock paradise, etc…), measuring the impact on equine welfare (e.g. nutrition, exercise, interactions with their environment, humans and other animals) and considerations of feasibility of these modified grazing management systems for equine owners.
HHRF serves as a catalyst to advance global knowledge of equine-human interactions and their impact on the health and well-being of both people and horses. 
This particular innovative grant is specifically designed to provide funding for innovative ideas to advance our knowledge, understanding, and ability to understand and modify factors related to equines and novel grazing environments which promote thriving equines and their ecosystems. 
The awarded team will work with HHRF, after completion of their study, to create an interactive platform based on the study findings, as a free to use tool to help horse owners, handlers, and professionals make more informed decisions to enhance the lives of the horses in their care. 
The ultimate intent of these novel techniques must be their availability and easy accessibility by equine professionals and owners to further their understanding of their equine’s well-being in a thriving environment setting. 
These proposals should be aimed at generating data to provide validation of a novel approach or idea that aims to support people in enhancing the positive environmental conditions of thriving equines.  
It is essential that all proposals clearly demonstrate their understanding and integration of the Five Domains Model, so please ensure you have read and included the following references within your proposal: 
· The 2020 Five Domains Model: Including Human–Animal Interactions in Assessments of Animal Welfare - PMC 
The maximum project duration is 18 months, and the funding request from HHRF cannot exceed $10,000 (USA dollars).  Applicants are required to use correct equine-assisted services (EAS) terminology.  
(More Information on the Application Process Available  on HHRF's Website) 
The goal of this grant is to improve the lives of equines in their interactions with humans by connecting innovative research and burgeoning scientific knowledge with high-impact potential that might not be funded through traditional channels. 
Our intent is to stimulate exploration, encourage the testing of hypotheses, and generate preliminary data that will open new pathways for future research and practices that promote optimal well-being for both equines and humans. 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT  
Email the completed application to info@horsesandhumans.org
The subject line of ALL emails should be the complete title of the application. Multiple attachments or emails will be accepted. 
Horses and Humans Research Foundation (HHRF) must receive the completed application by the end of the business day on the established deadline (Should the deadline fall on a weekend or holiday, the due date is the closest preceding business day). 
The main contact listed on the application will receive a notice (by email) of receipt of their application within two weeks of its submission to the HHRF office. If the applicant does not receive such a confirmation, inquire at info@horsesandhumans.org
The proposed concept, methodology, and timeline must represent the original intellectual work of the research team. Proposals generated by artificial intelligence (AI) systems for study design or methodological development will not be considered. AI tools may be used only for limited editing or formatting assistance.  If you used AI in any component of your application process, you must be transparent about how it was implemented in the application. 










Details for writing your proposal: Please read the checklist and watch the video for comprehensive guidance.
· The proposal consists of the following 6 sections and Sections I-V should be less than 10 pages in length (not including Attachments).
· Please use the following template, guidelines, and headings. 
· Please write in a clear and concise style that someone from outside your field can understand. 
· Figures, though not required, may be useful to add clarity.  
· Use 11-point font (Times New Roman or Arial preferred), double-spaced lines and ¾-inch margins. 
· Define technical terms and acronyms upon their first use. 
· The complete proposal, including attachments, must be converted to a single PDF prior to submission. 
· Provide citations to primary sources and include the references in the "Literature Cited" section. 
· Though innovative, your proposal should clearly demonstrate your awareness of existing research and justify your innovative approach to advance understanding. 
I Title: Provide a specific and informative title. Include name, institution, and email address for the PI and all Co-Investigators
II Introduction: 
Provide a synopsis of the area of research and briefly, clearly justifying how your proposed project fits into the bigger picture of Equine Well-being in Equine Human-Interactions (EHI). (ALL sections must be clearly supported by reference to prior research)
a. Background: Introduce the broader topic to which your proposal relates, highlighting major findings and identifying gaps in the current knowledge into which your proposal fits. Concisely and precisely state how your research will impact this field.  
b. Specific objectives: Provide a clear rationale for your proposal, justifying how your project will complement the areas discussed in the Background.
III Materials and Methods: 
Concisely clarify your experimental design and methods, clearly explaining their appropriateness in addressing your specific objectives, and detailing your plan for completing the work. (ALL sections must be clearly supported by reference to prior research)
a. Experimental Design: Briefly describe how the project will be carried out, participants, procedure, materials/measures, design.  What type of data will you collect and how will you analyze your results?
b. Timeline: Provide a realistic and carefully considered timeline for completing the work, with a concise explanation.

c. Training: Provide details of the ethical approval process (e.g. IACUC, IRB etc..) other training or approval processes required for your project.

IV Impact: 
Describe the impact receiving this research award will have on you and Equines in EHI in the short and long term. 
V Budget: 
You may request funds for supplies, small equipment, services.  
No indirect costs are allowed. 
Itemized budget and narrative justification for EVERY line item requested in the budget. 
Total combined PERSONNEL and CONSULTANT COSTS may not exceed 20% of the total requested budget. 
Indirect Costs Information and Clarification: HHRF does not fund indirect costs as part of its grants. Indirect costs are general operational expenses that are not directly tied to the specific research project. While these costs are necessary for institutions, HHRF's funding is designated solely for direct research expenses.
VI Appendices:
a. A glossary of definitions for Abbreviations, Acronyms and technical terminology, ensuring all EAS terminology complies with Equine Assisted Services Definitions Guide for Researchers.  
b. A copy of IRB and IACUC applications (or equivalent Research Ethics applications for researchers in non- USA Countries) (completed/approved, or in progress)
c. A Full Reference list including all cited references. Provide full references for all citations included in your proposal.  You may use an accepted and consistent format in your discipline for citations e.g. APA style.
d. A risk assessment related to all humans and equines included in the study.
e. Letters from collaborators (if relevant)
Review Criteria
1. Innovation: The project concept should be original. It could challenge existing paradigms, present a unique hypothesis, or address a critical barrier that exists in the field.   A qualified project will develop or employ novel concepts, approaches, methodologies, tools, or technologies.
 
2. Significance: The project should address an important problem directly related to the study of a novel approach or idea that aims to support people in enhancing the positive environmental conditions of thriving equines.  If the aims of the application are achieved, scientific knowledge and practice should be significantly impacted.  A qualified study will have a positive impact on the concepts, methods, and technologies that drive this field, with clear practical application of the findings.
 
3. Approach: The conceptual framework, design, and methods of the study should be clearly developed to ensure successful achievement of the intended goals of the project. Potential problem areas should be acknowledged, and corresponding alternative tactics included. 
 
4. Investigator: The Principal investigator and/or the research team should be appropriately trained and reflect the experience needed to carry out this work, and equine professionals and owners should be part of the research team to ensure ecological validity. 
 
5. Environment: The research environment should not only contribute to the probability of success, it should also reflect the highest related ethical, safety, and quality standards. There should be clear evidence of availability of all resources or collaborations needed to support project's success.   
 
6. Impact: Clearly explain how the project supports the HHRF Mission.  Through investment in rigorous research, Horses and Humans Research Foundation will serve as a catalyst to advance knowledge of horses and their potential to impact the health and wellness of people. 
Based on proposal review by the HHRF Scientific Advisory Council, the highest scoring applicants will be invited to submit:
· a link to a short, 2-7 minute, video walkthrough of ALL premises where equines will be located, clearly demonstrating site, safety, ethical, welfare and quality standards 
· a 15-minute pre-recorded video presentation followed by a live Q&A with the HHRF Board of Directors
· Applicants must be prepared to respond to questions related to their application and presentation to the HHRF Board for final consideration
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Research Grant Conditions of Award

1. At least one member of the research team must be fluent in English and published in peer-reviewed English language journals.  
2. The grant timeline will commence on the day that the grant is awarded or the day that evidence of final IRB approval (if still under consideration) is submitted to HHRF (within 3 months of grant award).   
3. No institutional overhead or other indirect costs will be paid and should not be included as part of any grant request. A letter to your institution explaining this condition can be requested if needed. Be aware that substantive equipment costs could work against the success of the grant request.   
4. All funds awarded shall be used in accordance with the submitted and approved proposal and accompanying budget. Any unused portion thereof shall be returned to the Horses and Humans Research Foundation (HHRF). If an unforeseen problem occurs with the study design, notify HHRF immediately. Potential changes to the study design with additional financial assistance from HHRF may be considered to salvage the study and still lead to a favorable outcome.
5. Grant awards will be made in US dollars. Recipients will receive a postal check.  If funds are requested electronically, they will be handled by Automated Clearing House (ACH) or other appropriate means, with any fees deducted from the amounts forwarded .  One third of the awarded amount will be paid once the contract is signed by all parties.  One third will be awarded after the midpoint report is accepted and the remainder will be awarded when the project is fully completed and approved, unless other arrangements have been specified and agreed to.  The value of the grant will not be adjusted for inflation, cost over runs, or foreign exchange rate fluctuations.  It is the responsibility of the recipient to manage these potential variables (example: if grant budget deals in euros, a loan could be purchased at the time of award, in US dollars, against the euro).
6. At the midpoint of the grant period a progress report and financial report must be submitted. A final report must be submitted within 60 days of the completion of the project. The final report shall include a scientific abstract, summary data tables, a financial report, a brief and practical application summary or infographic illustration to be used for HHRF materials, and a less-technical lay language article (400 words) to potentially be used in HHRF and related publications as determined by HHRF. Photos, videos, personal stories of the impact of the study and additional marketing materials are requested to be submitted during the grant term and with the final report.  The final report should also include any obstacles the team encountered during the study to be used as a learning tool for future research teams.  Any medical changes in participants’ medical conditions during the study should be documented in the final report (i.e. less medications required, fewer hospitalizations).  Confidential data that could jeopardize formal publication in a peer-reviewed journal should not be disclosed in the lay articles. If a delay in project completion is anticipated, HHRF must be notified promptly with a brief explanation and a request for extension. All investigators are encouraged to communicate and work with HHRF for the best possible outcome of their study. Failure to comply with the above conditions may result in revoking of all award funding.
7. The Principal Investigator must assure HHRF of his or her intended work location(s), including all sites where equines included in the study are located. HHRF must be advised at the time of application of all moves, contemplated or real. Changes of address, phone number, fax number and email within the same institution must be promptly conveyed to HHRF. Changes in site location(s) during a funded period must be approved by HHRF.
8. All publications (including poster abstracts at conferences) resulting from HHRF-funded research must include HHRF in a footnote/credit line/disclosure, and copies and full references of such publications must be provided to HHRF.  All publicity and information disseminated about such research must acknowledge HHRF support. This is an essential part of HHRF’s conditions of award. Publicity or information about the project is used to keep supporters of HHRF informed about how their donations are being spent. This condition of award does NOT involve disclosure of any information that might jeopardize the applicant’s ability to formally publish their findings.  HHRF also has permission to share results of this study through publications and outreach materials.
9. The recipient of any research grant awarded must certify that any research, including work involving human and/or animal subjects, will be conducted according to the rules and regulations of the United States National Institute of Health or equivalent National ethical research regulations. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3558218/ The recipient must agree to hold HHRF harmless from any and all claims which may arise from any associations/issues related to such research. 

10. All studies involving horses must comply with IACUC in the USA or other nationally accepted industry standards for ethical care, treatment, and humane work load.  All related program work must comply with accepted industry standards for safety, and HHRF Equine Well-Being Guidelines for Humans From The Horse’s Perspective document https://www.horsesandhumans.org/s/HH-EquineWellBeing-Guidelines-Rebrand-1022-1.pdf . Please include a reference for those standards.
11. An eighteen (18) month grant period is assumed. Projects that do not comply with the approved timelines will be put into probationary measures and funding will be placed in fiscal holding.  (When placed on fiscal hold no further funds can be released without a hearing by HHRF board representatives who will review the entire grant history and determine any further actions).
12. Recipients of HHRF grants will be committed to a serious effort to publish resulting research findings in a peer-reviewed journal.  HHRF will be kept informed of publication efforts. 
13. Recipients of the grant will be required to attend and present the results of their study at the HHRF Conference following the completion of their study. They are also required to prepare and attend a webinar on their application and research process and respond to attendee’s questions.  

14. Recipients will work with HHRF to provide an interactive platform based on the study findings, as a free to use tool to help horse owners, handlers, and professionals make more informed decisions to enhance the lives of the horses in their care. The toolkit will be available to the public via the Horses and Humans Research Foundation’s website based on the research conducted. 
15. All terminology used in all publications, publicity or information must comply with the Equine Assisted Services Definitions Guide for Researchers where applicable. 
16. All grant applicants must include one signed copy of this “Research Grant Conditions of Award” as a necessary part of their grant application to HHRF.
17. The Foundation reserves the right to terminate an award if the grant holder or staff funded by the grant is in breach of any of the conditions of award or becomes unfit or unable to pursue the work funded by the grant. 
18. Confirm the proposed concept, methodology, and timeline must represent the original intellectual work of the research team. Proposals generated by artificial intelligence (AI) systems for study design or methodological development will not be considered. AI tools may be used only for limited editing or formatting assistance.  If you used AI in any component of your application process, you must be transparent about how it was implemented in the application. 

I have read and understood HHRF’s “Research Grant Conditions of Award” and my signature below signifies that I agree to abide by all conditions specified. 

Principal Investigator’s Signature:  ___________________________Date: _____________

Principal Investigator's name and title (please print): ______________________________
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