
Approval process for research phase-in 

 
Please note, in addition to the approval process outlined in the below flowchart, researchers, 

including graduate students, should only conduct research once their academic unit or college has 

notified the Office of Research of their approved Research Management Plan and the notification has 

been confirmed 

 

 
 

Can research 
be conducted 

effectively and safely 
without access to field sites and/

or UofG facilities, including 
offices?

Request to resume research 
submitted to academic unit

No

Yes

Approval process for research phase-in 

at University of Guelph 

Conduct research 
of f-site.

Research activity not 
approved to proceed 

at this time

Assessment of potential harm if the 
research would not proceed

Is the research 
critical or time-sensitive?

Would there be harm 
to the researcher(s) 
if the research could 

not proceed?

Would there be harm 
to the University 

if the research could 
not proceed?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Assessment of research 
management plan, including:

Safety Requirements
 Availability of PPE
 Physical distancing
 Hygiene and disinfection protocols 

and materials
 Signage and markings
 Precautions for common areas 

(corridors, elevators, break room)
 Biohazard protocol
 Disposal of chemicals and biological 

materials
 Special protocols for field work and/

or face-to-face interaction

Facilities Requirements
 Work space and flow of traffic
 Laboratories
 Animal facilities
 ARIO research stations
 Containment Level-2

Research Supports
 Certifications required (human, 

animal, biosafety)
 Availability of support services (e.g., 

custodial, receiving, procurement)

Required personnel
 Students
 Postdoctoral researchers

 Research staff

Research activity approved to 
proceed

Plan approved by 

academic unit

Yes
No

Examples include research that is: 
Supported by emergency COVID-19 
funding; focused on COVID-19/pandemics; 
seasonally-dependent; reliant on the
life cycle of living organisms; reliant on 
the limited availability of crucial 
resources; etc.

Examples include: 
Early-career researchers whose tenure 
progress could be impeded; graduate 
students whose degree completion would 
be affected; postdoctoral 
researchers; etc.

Examples include: 
Failure to fulfil non-renegotiable 
contracts; damage to long-term 
research infrastructure; etc.

Does the research 
involve face-to-face 
contact with human 

participants?

Yes

No




