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10.10.6 MOTION: Fossil Fuel Divestment 

 
WHEREAS investments in fossil fuel companies directly conflict with the University of Guelph's 
commitments to sustainability; 
  
WHEREAS the 200 largest fossil fuel companies in the world are the largest contributors to 
global climate change and are responsible for massive ecological degradation, the depletion of 
freshwater reserves and the exploitation and marginalization of vulnerable peoples,1; 
  
WHEREAS 78% of the world’s fossil fuel reserves need to remain untapped in order to mitigate 
catastrophic climate change,2; 
  
WHEREAS various studies on the carbon bubble concept and stranded assets have found that 
there is substantial risk and uncertainty associated with investment in the fossil fuel industry,3; 
  
WHEREAS a vast number of people in Canada, and a disproportionate number of Indigenous 
communities, have been severely impacted by the extraction and transportation of fossil fuels as 
demonstrated in downstream communities, most notably Fort Chipewyan,4; 
 
WHEREAS the University of Guelph strives to, “take a leadership role in preparing students and 
employees to achieve a just and sustainable society… [and to be] a model of sustainability, with 
curriculum and operations reflecting an integrative approach to learning and practice,”5 ; 
 
WHEREAS the students of the University of Guelph believe that our investments should support 
a future where all citizens can live healthy lives;  
 
BIRT CSA policy endorse Fossil Free Guelph and support their efforts to stand against the 
University of Guelph’s endowment fund investments in the 200 largest fossil fuel companies in 
the world. 
 
BIFRT the CSA demand that the University of Guelph freeze new investments in these 
companies and move towards complete fossil fuel divestment in five years  
 
BIFRT the CSA demand that the divested funds be reinvested into renewable energy and 
portfolios that have been approved by environmental and social governance standards (ESG)  
 
 
Moved Fossil Free Guelph   Seconded Matthew Campbell 
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