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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Course Description:  
 
The aim of this course is to explore the origins and early development of sociological theory in 
its classical and early contemporary tradition. An examination will be made of the major 
contributions of such pioneers of sociological thought as Hobbes, Astell, Wollstonecraft, 
Rousseau, Comte, Durkheim, Marx, Weber, and Mead to name several.  The intention of study is 
to enhance our understanding and assessment of these theorists by carefully considering and 
critically evaluating their theoretical views. 
 
A full-year course in sociological classical theory allows an in-depth examination of the subject 
matter and also gives us the opportunity to revisit earlier material as it resurfaces with theorists 
we will explore later on in the course. We will begin with a brief examination of the emergence 
of the scientific method in the seventeenth century.  The eighteenth century Enlightenment will 
comprise a significant portion of the course as we consider the ideas of social science while 
people were striving to find and live in a better society (liberty, equality, fraternity) or the 
“greatest good of the greatest number”.  We will move on to a discussion of sociological theorists 
who made significant contributions into the twentieth century. 
 
The class format will be lecture style with some time provided for class discussion.  
 
Required Readings: (available in the University Bookstore) 
 
McDonald, Lynn.1996. Women Founders of the Social Sciences.  Ottawa: Carleton University 
Press. 
 
Zeitlin, Irving. 2001.  Ideology and the Development of Sociological Theory, 7th Edition.  
Toronto: Prentice Hall. 
 
SOAN 2111/2.  Classical Theory Reading Package consisting of original works of theorists 
including Marx, Durkheim and Weber.  Full bibliographical references of these original sources 
are included in the reading package. 
 
Other Readings and reference books for Letter to the Editor Reports and Term Papers may be 
found on reserve in the library under the course number.  All lecture outlines and skeletal class 
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overhead notes will be made available at the introduction of each new topic area on the course 
website under ‘skeletal class notes’. 
 
The Course Website, using the website is an active component of this course. You have an 
obligation to check the Course Website regularly to ensure you are receiving announcements 
throughout the course and to participate in group discussions. 
 
Video Excerpts shown in class are also part of required course material (not all of these video 
excerpts are available on reserve).   
 
 
Evaluation of Fall Term Work (2017):  
 
Midterm #1  15%    
Midterm #2  15%     
Letter to the Editor 10%    
 
Evaluation of Winter Term Work (2018):  
 
Midterm   20%  
Term Paper  20%     
Final Assignment 20%  
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