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00:00:00.040 --> 00:00:05.020
Hi, my name is Samantha McClellan and
this is my course pitch. Do you ever feel

00:00:05.020 --> 00:00:08.680
like your university classes are more
focused on getting you to memorize tons

00:00:08.680 --> 00:00:11.860
of information instead of teaching you
the skills that you'll need to succeed

00:00:11.860 --> 00:00:16.059
in the workplace? The little details we
memorize in many classes don't always

00:00:16.059 --> 00:00:20.590
apply in everyday life. Undergraduate
students and employers alike often feel

00:00:20.590 --> 00:00:25.330
that students are graduating and are not
prepared for the workplace. This past

00:00:25.330 --> 00:00:28.600
semester, I have been in the class
Integrative Problems in Biological

00:00:28.600 --> 00:00:34.510
Science, also known as BIO4020. This is a
class unlike most others. It has no

00:00:34.510 --> 00:00:39.190
midterms, no tests and not even a final.
It's a class focused on teamwork and

00:00:39.190 --> 00:00:43.690
problem-solving, where you work together
to solve a real-life problem. Every

00:00:43.690 --> 00:00:48.280
semester a different topic is chosen for
the class to focus on. This semester, the

00:00:48.280 --> 00:00:51.999
topic has been pollinator decline, which
is a very important issue in the world

00:00:51.999 --> 00:00:54.600
right now and affects every single person on Earth.

00:00:54.600 --> 00:00:58.839
When we were put into groups at the
beginning of the semester, it wasn't just

00:00:58.839 --> 00:01:02.440
based on who was already friends in the
class. We did some exercises and quizzes

00:01:02.440 --> 00:01:06.340
to find out our strengths and weaknesses
and what skills we can bring to a team

00:01:06.340 --> 00:01:11.050
and were put into groups based on that
information. This teamwork was the most

00:01:11.050 --> 00:01:15.250
significant experiential learning
component of the class for me. In this

00:01:15.250 --> 00:01:19.120
class we worked towards a final project
which was our solution to pollinator

00:01:19.120 --> 00:01:21.850
decline. Unlike other classes where you may work

00:01:21.850 --> 00:01:25.870
on a team for one project this class
involved working with the same people on

00:01:25.870 --> 00:01:30.370
multiple different assignments. We needed to be able to communicate well and make

00:01:30.370 --> 00:01:33.690
compromises since every person had a
different vision for the final project.

00:01:33.690 --> 00:01:37.810
The last few weeks also added an
additional challenge. Without weekly

00:01:37.810 --> 00:01:41.680
seminars, and without being able to meet
up in person, we had to develop strong

00:01:41.680 --> 00:01:45.130
written communication skills and find
other ways to work together and to

00:01:45.130 --> 00:01:48.670
complete our final assignment. The
lessons I've learned from working on a

00:01:48.670 --> 00:01:52.480
team towards a common goal, especially
while working separately and not being

00:01:52.480 --> 00:01:55.979
able to meet up in person, have been very
important to my professional development.

00:01:55.979 --> 00:02:00.280
Not having midterms or other tests let
us focus only on our research and our

00:02:00.280 --> 00:02:03.850
presentations and allow for us to
develop skills we'll be able to use in

00:02:03.850 --> 00:02:08.979
our future careers. So now I ask you, next
time you get to choose your courses try

00:02:08.979 --> 00:02:12.639
signing up for a different type of class.
Try something less traditional and get

00:02:12.639 --> 00:02:15.170
out of your comfort zone.
You never know what you might learn.

00:02:15.170 --> 00:02:18.319
Thank you.

